
“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 19th July 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Ordinary 16 (see MWB p587):
Old Testament: Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17
Epistle: Romans 8:12-25
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Ordinary 16 

Our excerpts this week cover a rich source of reflective material, starting 
with one of the great themes in the Bible in our Isaiah reading - that of the 
oneness and uniqueness of God. We explore why that was such a 
revolutionary concept, and encounter a great psalm of praise along the 
way.
In the New Testament we continue to dig into the meat of Paul’s Letter to 
the Romans, still at the most succulent morsel that is Chapter 8, as we 
contemplate what it means to be a child of God. Finally in Matthew we re-
visit the Sower theme, but this time with a story about wheat and weeds 
growing together. Is this a biblical instruction not to do the weeding? 
Clearly not! We need to dig more deeply than that.
Let’s look at these passages together.

On the pages that follow, first come the four Bible readings on a single 
page, then the reflections on the readings, which begin on Page 3. Finally 
we have the Lectionary readings in full, in larger print. 



RCL Lectionary Readings

Sunday 19th July 2020

Year A

Ordinary Season Week 16

Isaiah 44:6-8 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am 
the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let 
them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before 
me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be 
afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? 
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Psalm 86:11-17
Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your 
truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name. I 
give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole 
heart, and I will glorify your name forever. For great is 
your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my 
soul from the depths of Sheol. O God, the insolent rise 
up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they 
do not set you before them. But you, O Lord, are a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness. Turn to me and be 
gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save 
the child of your serving girl. Show me a sign of your 
favour, so that those who hate me may see it and be put 
to shame, because you, LORD, have helped me and 
comforted me.

Romans 8:12-25 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him.  I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set 
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know 
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 
until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
   He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good 
seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
then went away. So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of 
the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done 
this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go 
and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering 
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 
Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’” Then he left the crowds and 
went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them 
is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and 
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

The Scripture quotations above are from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America, and are used by permission.  All rights 
reserved. 



Ordinary 16 

Isaiah 44:6-8 There Is Only One God 

The prophet we call ‘Second Isaiah’ is speaking God’s truth to the exiled 
people of Israel. As people currently living in our own ‘exile’ today, these 
are words we too can hear. Do not give up, God is saying. Do not turn to 
the gods of your neighbours. I, the Lord, am the only Lord. Do not fear or 
be afraid. I am your Rock.
In exile, God’s people were living among nations who worshipped many 
gods - thinking that the more gods they worshipped the greater the 
chance that at least one of them would bring them good fortune. Israel 
was different in that they had only one God, who was greater than all 
rivals.
Let it be shouted - The Lord our God is the only Lord! This is the message 
God was bringing through Isaiah, and it was not for the first time. Go back 
to Deut.6:4 to find “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one”
This was The Shema (shema is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for 
‘Hear’, the first word of this verse). The Shema emphasises the oneness 
of God and the obligation to love him and is the most important prayer in 
Judaism. It is recited twice daily and begins a weekly liturgical reading 
that includes Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21; Num. 15:37-41. These Torah 
passages emphasise monotheism (belief in only one God) and the 
centrality of the commandments.
Jesus called the Shema the greatest commandment (Mark 12:29-30; 
Matt. 22:37-38; Luke 10:27) and invoked it in teaching his oneness with 
the Father (John 10:30). Paul later expanded the Shema to include Jesus 
(1 Cor. 8:6).
There is one God - and that God is the Rock - the Dependable One.
WORD STUDY: Find out about the Shema and how it was (and is) 
prayed.
BIBLE STUDY: Explore the references above. What does their 
context add to the verses themselves?
DEVOTION: Be still, then pronounce The Shema (Deut. 6:4). How is 
your worship shaped by this awesome acclamation? 



Psalm 86:11-17 The Richness of Prayer 

As we read this section of the Psalm set for today, we are quickly aware 
of the way it shifts and turns from one style of writing to another. Within 
these few verses we see adoration, thanksgiving, praise, lament, faith, 
intercession and testimony.
We are only offered these selected verses from the whole of the psalm. 
Psalm 86 is situated in Book Three of the Psalter (Psalms 73-89), after 
we have read at the end of Psalm 72 that “The prayers of David son of 
Jesse are ended”. The superscription (title) of this Psalm mentions that it 
is ‘Davidic’, meaning that it is written in the style of David. Indeed, there 
are several verses which are direct quotes of earlier psalms, but the 
whole has its own poetic perfection and stands on its own merits.
These verses provide a useful model for intercessory prayer. Sometimes 
in our prayers for ourselves and for others we cut straight to the chase 
and tell God what we want. Here the psalmist pours out a litany of praise 
and adoration, not getting to the specific request for God’s help until after 
the extensive time spent simply praising God for being God.
It helps to answer the question “Why do we pray?” - we pray to connect 
with God, the very ground of our being, in whom we find the fullness of 
our identity. Being created in God’s image means the Divine signature is 
part of our very DNA. When we pray, we enter into a connection between 
our spirit and God’s Spirit, “resting in the presence of God” - and so it is 
proper that we use that time in praise and adoration. In our prayers for 
others we can then be attuned to God’s response to that prayer, 
especially since we may be part of that answer to prayer ourselves.
Then we, like the psalmist, can proclaim, “You, O Lord, are a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness.”

BIBLE STUDY: Read the whole of this psalm twice through, noting 
the different coloured threads of mood and style.
DEVOTION: Which of these verses leads you most easily into an 
attitude of prayer? Why is that? 



Romans 8:12-25 Children of God 

Two aspects of prayer jump out to me from this passage as we continue 
our mining of the treasures in Romans 8. They are also both in the Lord’s 
Prayer.
The first is the more obvious. It is the cry “Abba! Father!” - itself an 
extraordinarily powerful and complete prayer as it stands. For as we 
address God as ‘Father’ so we are accepting that God addresses us as 
God’s children, or “co-heirs with Christ” as Paul has it. A young child (or 
even an older child!) knows that they only need to cry “Mummy!” or 
“Daddy!” for the said parent to come to their aid, often knowing 
instinctively what the matter is with the child and how to comfort them. 
Some Christians reject such a twee understanding of God but at least it is 
a starting point for a maturing relationship.
“I dared to call him Father” is a profoundly moving book by Bilquis Sheikh 
whose name for God changes from Allah (respectful and distant) to 
Father (intimate and personal) as she leaves her Muslim faith for her 
Christian one. Before, ‘Father God’ would have been blasphemous. Now 
it is a prayer.
The second aspect of prayer is the famous phrase ‘groaning in labour 
pains’. This reminds us that sometimes a prayer is a wordless groan, 
especially in anticipation that God will do something new (the reference to 
labour pains). Similarly Jesus taught us to pray for our ‘daily bread’ - a 
catch-all meaning “what we need to get through each day”. That non-
specific request is simply a trusting prayer that God will provide for us 
what we need each day - much, again, like the simple trusting faith that a 
child has in its parents or carers to feed and clothe them each day.
Working through this entire passage is the thread of waiting patiently. We 
are held in the tension between the ‘now’ and the ‘not yet’, as if the chains 
of the world (‘the flesh’) are holding back the spirit of God within us. The 
time will come - God’s time. Let us continue to be patient and wait.

BIBLE STUDY - In your Study Bible, look up references to being a 
‘child of God’. How does this link back to the Old Testament?
DEVOTION: Read this passage alongside the Lord’s Prayer. What 
other parallels do you see? Make them your prayer too. 



Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Another Sower 

In the Parable of the Sower, the seed represented the Word of God, and 
the soil represented the ways in which it was received. Here there is a 
slight difference. The seed now represents the children of the kingdom 
(read ‘Christians’ there) and the soil represents the world in which they 
live. The lies and deceits of the world (the Satan) are represented by the 
weeds that threaten to choke them.
This is also one of the teachings in the Gospels that refer to “Last Days” 
and “Final Judgments”, of which many interpretations have been offered 
by New Testament scholars. In any case, like all Scripture, it must be read 
in the context of other material we find in related passages.
The Weeds and Tares parable is a warning against what the Harry Potter 
books referred to as ‘Pure-Blood’ arrogance. Thus it is seen as a 
declaration against the building of boundaries and efforts to have a “pure” 
community, which is God’s business anyway, and something that will be 
settled at the eschatological judgment. In this case, the parable was 
directed against tendencies in Israel and/or the pre-Easter Jesus 
movement toward becoming the same kind of exclusive, “pure” 
community attempted by Pharisees and Essenes.
The parable therefore throws renewed energy and urgency into the 
present day, for the future is in God’s hands. Whether this is an original 
parable by Jesus, or a re-telling by Matthew of some other Jesus teaching 
(such as Mark 4:26-29), it doesn’t really matter. Jesus never called his 
followers out of the world, but to shine as lights IN the world, doing things 
differently and bearing fruit in such a way that the world starts to 
recognise signs of the kingdom in us.
If we consider ourselves to be the wheat, then we need to live amidst the 
tares (who are in our midst and we struggle to recognise them, and them 
us). How can we show if we are Wheat or Weed?

WORD STUDY: Does your study Bible offer any botanical clue about 
the possible meanings of ‘tares’ in this context?
DEVOTIONAL: If Wheat and Weeds are so indistinct and living 
together, clearly we have to go beyond outward appearances such 
as church attendance. What fruit lies within you? 



Readings for Today 

Old Testament Reading 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.

Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.

Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.

Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!

Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

  
 

Isaiah 44:6-8 (NRSV)



Psalm 

Teach me your way, O LORD,
that I may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

 
   O God, the insolent rise up against me;

a band of ruffians seeks my life,
and they do not set you before them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant;
save the child of your serving girl.

Show me a sign of your favour,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

   
    

Psalm 86:11-17 (NRSV)



Epistle 

  So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer 
with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

  I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the 
one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Romans 8:12-25 (NRSV)



Gospel 

  He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather 
them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 
the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 
barn.’”

  Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!  

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NRSV)
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