
	

“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 31st May 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Pentecost (see MWB p580):
Acts Reading: Acts 2:1-21
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
Gospel: John 7:37-39

Pentecost  -  The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

Pentecost was the explosive start to the church’s spread around the 
world. Where the story of Babel showed a world broken apart by its 
diversity of language, here we see its reverse as many languages are 
brought back together by the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples, so 
that all can, with one voice, proclaim “Jesus is Lord!”
The Holy Spirit gives life. The Psalmist rejoices in God the Creator who 
gives life to all creation by God’s Spirit. The Epistle reminds us that we 
are all called into new life by God’s Spirit who gives different spiritual gifts 
to build up God’s church. The Gospel sees the Spirit of life given fresh 
imagery in the Water of Life that is Jesus.
An exciting set of readings this week - let’s dive in!

For those wishing to continue a pattern of reading an Old Testament 
Scripture each week, please refer to the Second Service readings on 
p580 of the Methodist Worship Book.
On the pages that follow, first come the four Bible readings on a single 
page, then the reflections on the readings, which begin on Page 3. Finally 
we have the Lectionary readings in full, in larger print. 



	
Acts 2:1-21 
    When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in 
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, 
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 
and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom 
you have made them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
creeping things innumerable are there, living things 
both small and great. There go the ships, and 
Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. These all 
look to you to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up; when you 

open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when 
you take away their breath, they die and return to 
their dust. When you send forth your spirit, they are 
created; and you renew the face of the ground. May 
the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the 
LORD rejoice in his works— who looks on the 
earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains 
and they smoke. I will sing to the LORD as long as I 
live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice 
in the LORD. Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the 
LORD!

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be 
cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except 
by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For 
just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptised into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 

John 7:37-39
   On the last day of the festival, the great day, while 
Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who 
believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out 
of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.’” Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there 
was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Scripture quotations above are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
copyrighted, 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission.  All rights reserved.



	
EASTER 7 

Acts 2:1-21 The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

An alternative reading today featured the story from Numbers 11 in which 
Eldad and Medad were criticised for prophesying in the Spirit. Yet Moses 
allows it, saying “Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that 
the Lord would put his spirit on them!”
Pentecost, aka the Festival of Weeks or Shelters, was celebrated “Seven 
weeks and a day” (i.e. 50 days) after Passover. Consequently pilgrims 
from across the known world had gathered in Jerusalem for the festival. 
That fact alone is then key to understanding what God is doing here in 
this passage.
BIBLE STUDY: Use your study Bible to identify all these pilgrim 
countries of origin (v.9-11) on a Bible map or atlas
Luke, telling this story, is keen to point out that this new movement of the 
Holy Spirit is for everybody, not just for the Jews. I wonder if some of the 
Jews realised that Moses’ wish was coming true? The countries listed 
represent the entire known world. God’s Spirit is for all, and to use 
Wesley’s words, for preachers this means that “the world is my parish”.
At its most fundamental level, the spirit lies at the interface between life 
and death. From our first breath to our final sigh (spirit = breath), spirit is 
our life. Yet this is not just a physical idea, but a spiritual one too. When 
the HOLY Spirit comes upon us, we move again from death to life, but in 
a spiritual sense. Born again, if you like (John 3). Fullness of life if you 
prefer (John 10). “I live no longer I but Christ lives in me” (Gal 2). In those 
final words of Jesus recorded in the closing chapters of John’s Gospel we 
hear Jesus promise to send ‘The Comforter’, the Spirit of Truth.
This Pentecost story is a mighty story indeed. Our minds are drawn to the 
very opening words of Genesis, when the Spirit first moved with power, 
bringing order into the chaos, and light appeared in the darkness. That’s 
what the Holy Spirit continues to do today through God’s church, bringing 
light and peace into the darkness of the world. Bringing nothing less than 
life itself.
DEVOTIONAL: “Breathe, O Breathe Thy Loving Spirit” - how would 
you continue Wesley’s prayer? 



	
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b In Praise of God’s Power 

This marvellous Psalm calls the listener to join in with the praise of the 
Creator God. Just read it again and catch the sheer exhilaration in the 
speaker’s voice while they give name to “all creatures great and small” 
and the beauty of the created world. The Psalmist is also giving voice to 
may of our own feelings today too, especially when we see an 
inspirational view or witness the majesty and power of nature. Many 
people put such experiences high up on their list of those times when 
they are particularly aware of God’s presence.
The Psalm is one of the greatest celebrations of creation in the Old 
Testament - only Job 39-40 comes close in scope. It is a celebration, not 
just of life in all its variety, majesty and wonder, but a celebration of life 
itself, as provided when the spirit of God is sent forth. It speaks of the 
power of God too, with the very mountains trembling and smoking at 
God’s approach. Fire and smoke have long been associated with God’s 
presence too - have you ever lit a candle in prayer?
Fire and God’s Spirit therefore make an easy link between this Psalm and 
our reading from Acts today. There are also many other useful references 
which “litter the cutting room floor” since we only have a selection of 
verses from Psalm 104 in our Lectionary reading today. 
BIBLE STUDY - read the whole Psalm. What other references or 
allusions to Pentecost do you find?
In the Jewish tradition, Psalm 104 is sung on the day of Yom Kippur, that 
holiest day of the year when the people’s sins from the past year are 
repented and forgiven (‘atoned’). This Psalm celebrates that God has 
provided new life, forgiven life, for all of God’s people. It is chanted in the 
Christian Orthodox tradition at Vespers - that evening service at the 
setting of the sun and the lighting of the lamps - to signify the new day.
There is our link to the Pentecost story - the Spirit as the giver of (new) 
life, of fresh starts and new beginnings. 
WORD STUDY - In a good Bible Dictionary or Bible Encyclopaedia, 
you will find a sizeable article on Pentecost. Well worth a read!
DEVOTIONAL - Look through your own photographs and find one 
where you were simply moved to capture God’s creation in all its 
glory. Let that be your starting point for a prayer of adoration. 



	
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 One Spirit, Different Gifts 

“Now concerning spiritual gifts”, urges Paul, “I do not want you to be 
ignorant.” So begins this tremendous chapter from which our passage is 
drawn, before Paul continues headlong into the well-known chapter all 
about Love.
Today’s Gospel passage helps us to form a picture of Paul’s words. There 
are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit - in other words, there are many 
streams of living water, but all flow out of the same Source - Jesus Christ.
As I stare at my computer screen, I wonder which component of the 
computer is really the most important. Is it the screen itself? The fan that 
keeps it cool? The processor chip? The memory? The power cable that 
connects it to the wall? Of course, all are essential.
At the heart of Paul’s message lies the understanding that one person on 
her or his own is not the church, is not the whole body of Christ. The body 
of Christ on earth is the whole worldwide church; anyone who confesses 
that opening creed “Jesus is Lord” is witnesses to the work of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives. The church comprises all such people in their 
extraordinary variety, across all denominations and none, united by that 
single statement of faith, but differing by the variety of spiritual gifts. All 
true believers have confessed that Jesus is Lord and have done so 
through the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit now lives in them and gives them 
his gifts.
The gifts vary from Christian to Christian, but none is without any spiritual 
gift at all, and there is no ranking (“my gift is better than your gift!”) 
between them. Furthermore, all gifts are given not to build up the 
individual, but to build up the church, and to glorify God.

BIBLE STUDY: Use your Study Bible to identify other lists of 
spiritual gifts in the New Testament. Are there any Gifts of the Spirit 
mentioned in the Old Testament?
DEVOTIONAL: The church collectively helps to discern in its 
members the work of God’s Spirit. Ask God to reveal your spiritual 
gifts to you, and to reveal how you may best use them to build up 
the church, the body of Christ. 



	
John 7:37-39 Living Water 

There were two Lections available today for our Gospel reading. I chose 
this one over the familiar passage from John 20 which we saw on the 
Second Sunday of Easter. In that passage, the risen Christ breathes on 
his disciples and says “Receive the Holy Spirit”. Here, Jesus is drawing 
parallels between the Holy Spirit and Living Water - the water of life.
In order to understand better this short passage in John 7, we need to 
have a little background to the Festival. This was the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Booths / Shelters / Sukkoth) - the third and final great 
Festival of the Israelite agricultural year, and the one which celebrated the 
harvest of grapes and olives. The Festival lasted a full 8 days (Sabbath to 
Sabbath), climaxing in the Priest pouring out an offering of water in 
thanksgiving for the harvest.
Right at that very moment, then, Jesus chooses to stand against the 
priest pouring out his water offering by saying, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me.” Jesus is where the real water is to be found: the water of 
life, the Spirit of life.
It is worth reflecting too on the grapes and olives of the season, even 
briefly. Grapes in John’s Gospel point forwards to Jesus’ own 
pronouncement in John 15: “I am the vine” - and all its subsequent 
imagery, not least Jesus’ sacrificial blood as the wine of the Last Supper. 
Then the olives - we could make references to the Mount of Olives, or to 
the fruit itself; like grapes, it is crushed for its juice (olive oil) - used for 
anointing, healing, refreshing, lighting lamps … how many of those could 
we use to think about Jesus Christ the Light of the World?
Here, though, the theme is water, and the Living Water that pours out 
from the heart of the believer.  When you are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
you have the very essence of life, and because it lives (=flows) in you, it 
will flow out in all that you do. Living water is only available from the 
Messiah whom God sent to provide for our thirst. 
TOPIC STUDY: Dig deeper by looking up “Feast of Tabernacles” in 
your Bible Dictionary or Encyclopaedia.
BIBLE STUDY: Read the opening verses of Isaiah 55. How might we 
read these verses as Christians today, especially in the light of 
Jesus’ words in John 7?  



	
Readings for Today 

Acts Reading 

  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
   But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,

in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.

And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
  

Acts 2:1-21 (NRSV)



	
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

   O LORD, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
creeping things innumerable are there,
living things both small and great.

There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

 
   These all look to you

to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;

when you take away their breath, they die
and return to their dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground.

 
   May the glory of the LORD endure forever;

may the LORD rejoice in his works—
who looks on the earth and it trembles,

who touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the LORD.

Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Praise the LORD!

  
    

Psalm 68.1-10, 32-34, 35b (NRSV)



	
Epistle 

No one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” 
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one 
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For 
in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 (NRSV)



	
Gospel 

  On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing 
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one 
who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about the Spirit, 
which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 7:37-39 (NRSV)
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