
“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 10th May 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Easter 5 (see MWB p579):
Acts Reading: Acts 7:55-60
Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Gospel: John 14:1-14

Easter 5 - The World Is Not Our Home 
The readings this week explore the idea of our heavenly dwelling - not as 
some floaty cloud with cartoon harps and angels, but a re-imagined 
heavenly reality on earth. A true vision of the Kingdom of God.
Stephen the first Christian Martyr holds on to this heavenly vision as he 
lays dying under Saul’s watchful eye. Peter exhorts the new Christians to 
contemplate their re-birth as citizens of this new world, and Jesus 
announces to the disciples that this new world is ready for us to inhabit, 
as he has already gone before us. Inhabiting the Kingdom is a matter of 
living IN the world, but not being OF it!
Let us explore these passages together now, and see if we can discern 
the call of the Kingdom as we read.

For those wishing to continue a pattern of reading an Old Testament 
Scripture each week, please refer to the Second Service readings on 
p579 of the Methodist Worship Book.
On the pages that follow, first come the four Bible readings on a single 
page, then the reflections on the readings, which begin on Page 3. Finally 
we have the Lectionary readings in full, in larger print. 



Acts 7:55-60 But filled with the Holy Spirit, 
he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!” But they covered their ears, and with a 
loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
died.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 In you, O LORD, I 
seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to 
shame; in your righteousness deliver me. Incline 
your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of 
refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me.    
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for 
your name’s sake lead me and guide me, take 
me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you 
are my refuge. Into your hand I commit my 
spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful 
God. My times are in your hand; deliver me 
from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me 
in your steadfast love.

1 Peter 2:2-10 Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living 
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s sight, and like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 
and precious; and whoever believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, 
he is precious; but for those who do not 
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the very head of the corner,” and 
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 

that makes them fall.” They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.

John 14:1-14 Jesus said,    “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” Philip said to 
him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the 
works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I 
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.
The Scripture quotations above are from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America, and are used by permission.  All rights 
reserved. 



EASTER 5 

Acts 7:55-60 Stephen Is Stoned To Death 

This short passage from Acts this week is full of pointers and cross 
references if we just pause and take time to read it carefully. At the end of 
Chapter 6 we read that Stephen is ill-treated and brought with false 
witnesses before the Jewish Council, accused of blasphemy. Already we 
are invited by Luke (the author of Acts) to read in Stephen’s life an echo 
of Jesus’ own experience. At the end of that chapter we read that 
memorable detail of Stephen’s shining face - a reference there to the 
‘shekinah’ shining glory of the holiness of God, as experienced also by 
Moses, and of course also by Jesus at his Transfiguration.
Most of Acts 7 is a sermon by Stephen, although rather than leading to 
mass baptisms and conversions as was Peter’s experience, it led to 
Stephen’s stoning and death. Most probably this was the result of mob 
hysteria than a formal pronouncement of execution, but we are told in the 
very next verse that Saul looked on approvingly. Some translations end 
by saying “he fell asleep” instead of “he died” - arguably a better 
translation and one that fits in better with the New Testament theme of 
anticipation of the resurrection of the faithful.
Then we have three utterances from Stephen, each of them not just 
quotes from the words of Jesus, but each also makes references to Old 
Testament Scriptures. The first quote obviously references Jesus’ own 
response to the High Priest in Matthew 26:64, but points even further 
back to the vision in Daniel 7. Then Stephen prays that God receive his 
spirit (see Luke 23:46 and Psalm 31), and prays for the forgiveness of 
those who wronged him (Luke 23:34), also calling to mind the great 
intercessory prayers in the Genesis story of Joseph and his brothers.

BIBLE STUDY - Where does Jesus refer to himself as ‘The Son of 
Man’?
WORD STUDY - A ‘martyr’ is literally a ‘witness’ rather than one who 
dies for their faith. When did the two become synonymous?
DEVOTIONAL - Pray today for persecuted Christians worldwide.



Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 My Rock, My Fortress, My Refuge 

As well as carrying the verse “Into your hand I commit my spirit”, quoted 
by Stephen, this Psalm is a good Lectionary pairing with our Acts reading 
today because of the writer’s complete sense of trust in God. We cannot 
ascribe such names to God as Rock, Refuge, Fortress, Deliverer, 
Redeemer, Rescuer, Leader, Guide etc without sharing the Psalmist’s 
confidence that God cares about our situation and delights in our prayers. 
The verses here even close with a hint of blessing - “let your face shine 
upon me” is a strong echo of the Aaronic blessing in Numbers.
We may have lost the habitual use of psalms in sung worship, apart from 
their use daily in cathedrals and monastic communities, but they remain a 
vital resource. As recently as the back of “Hymns and Psalms” we had a 
selection of psalms with set chants, but now they are provided only for 
spoken responsive use. The pity is that we rarely tap into this ancient pool 
of liturgical treasure. It is said that the Book of Psalms covers every 
human emotion and circumstance, rather like the works of Shakespeare, 
so it is our loss if we neglect them in our worship. It is for that reason that 
I continue to reflect on the set Psalm in these weekly musings.
This Psalm is clearly a prayer for help, but one that has its foundation in 
the author’s trusting faith. Don’t we too need such a Rock of Refuge in 
these uncertain times?

REFLECT - If we today use the language of ‘enemy’ for this current 
Coronavirus, as many do, don’t we find in this excellent Psalm 
precisely the prayer we need to be praying?

WORD STUDY - The word ‘net’ in the Old Testament typically implies 
‘trap’ or ‘snare’ (as here). In the New Testament it typically implies 
‘fruitfulness’ and ‘attraction’. What examples can you find?

DEVOTIONAL - When might we, like the Psalmist, pray the prayer 
“My times are in your hand”? 



1 Peter 2:2-10 Living Stones 

I seem to have wandered into the territory of recommending a weekly 
English Choral classic to accompany the Lectionary readings, and of 
course that is never a bad thing! Last week’s exquisite anthem “Greater 
Love Hath No Man” by John Ireland continues to draw its text from our 
Epistle today - reaching its ecstatic climax on the phrase “into his 
marvellous light”. Do listen again. This week my suggestion is inspired by 
the Epistle’s first verse: Ralph Vaughan Williams’ miniature anthem “O 
Taste And See”, although of course this is more a reference to its source 
in Psalm 24. Notice its link with the Psalm for today too.
Back to the Epistle. Notice how Peter piles text upon text in support of his 
analogy of stones being built into a spiritual house. In the course of this 
excerpt, Peter quotes from Isaiah 28, Psalm 118, Isaiah 8 and Hosea 2. 
He makes it clear that Jesus is the Cornerstone, the most important stone 
both structurally and aesthetically. Jesus is both our foundation and our 
example.
Peter’s words shatter once and for all any notion that the temple and its 
system of sacrifices was still required. You, he writes, are now the stones 
for God’s temple, the sacrifice is your heart, and you are even the royal 
priests. Building, priest and sacrifice - they’re all now you! All in order that 
you might proclaim the saving acts of God’s grace. So come away from 
the world, you are newly born into a new world - although don’t stay 
drinking baby milk and eating baby rice - grow into salvation so that God 
may use you to build God’s kingdom on earth.

BIBLE STUDY - look up the four references quoted by Peter and 
consider their original contexts.

WORD STUDY - Look up the word ‘stone’ in a Bible Dictionary. You 
will be surprised by the wealth of biblical topics that are mentioned!

DEVOTIONAL - God wants to build The Kingdom of God with you. 
Pray that you might be willing to be used - even chipped and shaped 
- in order to accomplish God’s mission.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfDZv6j-Ts8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfDZv6j-Ts8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heiiATCrwVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heiiATCrwVQ


John 14:1-14 My Father’s House 

This reading is rightly used at nearly every Christian funeral. At the death of a 
loved one we need to hear Jesus’ words of peace, comfort and assurance. We 
need to stumble with Thomas before hearing from Jesus the Way, the Truth 
and the Life - that Jesus provides the Way in order that we don’t have to try to 
work things out for ourselves. 
However, let us not think that this passage suggests a picture of eternity is 
some enormous heavenly multi-storey. Jesus goes ahead of us, to prepare a 
place for us, certainly, but a place to which he will call us when he comes 
again to take us to be with him. This place is a completely transformed earth 
called God’s Kingdom, glimpses of which we see even while we are still alive.
We can’t move house until the new house is ready to receive us. Similarly, 
Jesus went through death to prepare the way for us to do the same. This new 
spiritual house is the one to which Peter referred in his Epistle. Where the old 
Temple was the representative physical space where God lived on earth, the 
new temple - Christ’s church of people - is where God is found now. Jesus 
points out to the disciples that in him they have seen the fullness of God the 
Father. As living stones, we are God’s temple now; the difference between a 
dead stone and a living stone is that the life is given by God’s Spirit in Christ 
(“and I live no longer I, but Christ lives in me” Gal. 2:20).
There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house, says Jesus. Then we 
realise that each dwelling place is for God, not for us. We do not live in the 
dwelling places, we ARE the dwelling places. That’s what “Church” is - the 
embodiment of God on earth. That’s what God’s Kingdom is all about - not a 
temple, but living stones in whom God dwells (“Christ in you the hope of glory” 
Col. 1:27). To God be the glory!

BIBLE STUDY - Look up some of the other passages recommended 
for funerals (e.g. in MWB). How do the various themes overlap?
WORD STUDY - If you want to go on a long adventure, look up the 
word ‘Temple’ in a Bible adventure to see how its meaning changed 
over the centuries.
DEVOTIONAL - Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. How can 
each of these three lead you into worship? 



Readings for Today 

Acts Reading 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he 
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died.
  

Acts 7:55-60 (NRSV)



Psalm 

In you, O LORD, I seek refuge;
do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.

Incline your ear to me;
rescue me speedily.

Be a rock of refuge for me,
a strong fortress to save me.

 
   You are indeed my rock and my fortress;

for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,
take me out of the net that is hidden for me,

for you are my refuge.
Into your hand I commit my spirit;

you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.
 

My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.

Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.

    
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (NRSV)



Epistle 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
   Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”

and

“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV)



Gospel 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.”

  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe 
me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

John 14:1-14 (NRSV)
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