
“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 3rd May 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Easter 4 (see MWB p578):
Acts Reading: Acts 2.42-47
Psalm: Psalm 23
Epistle: 1 Peter 2.19-25
Gospel: John 10.1-10

Easter 4 - Good Shepherd Sunday 
The readings this week explore the idea of Jesus as our Shepherd, one of 
the most memorable images in the New Testament. What did that mean 
for the Early Church (Acts)? How did it link to the Old Testament 
(Psalms)? How did the Growing Church reflect on it (1 Peter)? What did 
Jesus himself actually say about it (John)?
We do well to remember that every single word of the New Testament 
was written in the light of Jesus’ resurrection, as the authors tried to 
understand and write down just who Jesus was. Which of his sayings and 
stories and teachings were most helpful to record? In the centuries of 
editing that went towards giving us our Bible in its current form, why were 
these the passages that “made the cut”?
Let us explore these passages together now, and see if we can hear the 
voice of our Good Shepherd as we read.

For those wishing to continue a pattern of reading an Old Testament 
Scripture each week, please refer to the Second Service readings on 
p578 of the Methodist Worship Book.
On the pages that follow, first come the four Bible readings on a single 
page, then the reflections on the readings, which begin on Page 3. Finally 
we have the Lectionary readings in full, in larger print. 



Acts 2.42-47 “They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe 
came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. All who believed were together and 
had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being 
saved.”

Psalm 23 “A Psalm of David. The LORD is 
my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me 
lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He 
leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff - they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 
LORD my whole life long.”

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and 
are used by permission.  All rights reserved.

1 Peter 2.19-25 “For it is a credit to you 
if, being aware of God, you endure pain 
while suffering unjustly. If you endure when 
you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit 
is that? But if you endure when you do right 
and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 
For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his 
steps.  “He committed no sin, and no deceit 
was found in his mouth.” When he was 
abused, he did not return abuse; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges 
justly. He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were going 
astray like sheep, but now you have returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.”

John 10.1-10 “Very truly, I tell you, 
anyone who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 
thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 
but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves 
and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me 
will be saved, and will come in and go out 
and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly. ”



EASTER 4 

Acts 2.42-47 The Early Church 

We see here the four aspects of behaviour that marked the Early Church 
- studying the writings of the Apostles; Fellowship together; Praying 
together; Breaking Bread together. Is anything else important in the life of 
the church?
As we read on, we become aware that here is a group of new Christians 
absolutely bowled over by the love of God. These include some of those 
pilgrims who have come to Jerusalem for Pentecost and ended up as 
some of the first 3,000 or so converts of the preceding verse (Acts 2:41). 
It has been argued that these verses represent a call to Christian 
Socialism, but it is probably more nuanced to reflect that these young 
Christians were simply acting voluntarily, out of love and basic hospitality, 
to provide for their new brothers and sisters in Christ.
I wonder how these early church congregations understood who Jesus 
was. Sure, they had received the Holy Spirit as promised by Jesus, and 
they had heard about how Jesus had been raised from the dead (not 
least via Peter’s sermon earlier), but these were people who absolutely 
fell on the teachings of the Apostles in order to find out more about this 
Jesus, this Good Shepherd, this revelation of God in human form.
Each day they worshipped in the temple, and each day they continued to 
share together in their homes. This was 24/7 Christianity, not just an hour 
on Sunday morning! They looked to the Apostles as their pastors in the 
model of Jesus, realising soon enough that as the church grew, these 
early Christians would all in their turn go on to pastor their own 
congregations, each showing in their words and actions what Jesus the 
Good Shepherd looked like in the life of the church.
BIBLE STUDY: “Signs and wonders” - In what ways did the Holy 
Spirit continue to act?
WORD STUDY - What is “fellowship” in the life of the church?
DEVOTIONAL: How does this ‘back to basics’ picture of the early 
church lead you to worship?



Psalm 23 My Shepherd is The Lord 

Of all the many translations of the Bible I own (don’t ask!), only one of 
them (Goldingay) changes the word order, for emphasis, in verse 1, and it 
makes a very interesting point. First of all, the Psalmist is saying, I am as 
needy as a sheep. Secondly, I know who my shepherd is - my shepherd 
is the Lord! If the shepherd takes care of his sheep, how much more will 
the Lord take care of me.
My recommendation this week is not a piece of music (sorry, Howard 
Goodall!) but a book: Phillip Keller’s gentle devotional classic “A 
Shepherd Looks At The 23rd Psalm”, in which the author is not a learned 
theologian, but a simple rough-handed sheep handler. Buy a copy!

DEVOTIONAL: Consider J. R. Littleproud’s 3-line précis of Ps 23:
The secret of a happy life - every need supplied
The secret of a happy death - every fear removed
The secret of a happy eternity - every desire fulfilled

Whether this Psalm makes you think of funerals, Crimond, Brother James’ 
Air, Stuart Townend or even the Vicar of Dibley, it is still a thing of beauty 
and a jewel in the heart of the Psalter.

BIBLE STUDY: How wide is the margin in your Study Bible? 
Frequently it is where to go to find links to related passages. Here 
are some of the cross-references linked just to verse 1:

Ps 79:13; 80:1; Isa 40:11; Jer 23:3, 4; Ezek 34:11, 12, 23, 24; 
Mic 5:2, 4; John 10:11, 14, 27–30; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 2:25; 5:4; 
Rev 7:17; Ps 34:9, 10; 84:11; Matt 6:33; Luke 12:30–32;  
Rom 8:32; Phil 4:19; Heb 13:5, 6; Gen 48:15; Ps 95:7;  
Ps 149:5; Eccl 12:11; Song 1:7; Isa 49:9; Ezek 34:14;  
Mic 7:14; Luke 22:35; John 10:9  



1 Peter 2.19-25 Subtitle 

It is sad to reflect on the history of interpretation of this passage. For 
many years, this passage (along with the excised verse 18, which was 
not considered appropriate for reading in church by the Lectionary 
editors!) was used to justify slavery and suffering. The dangers of literal 
interpretation! It is rarely helpful to take even whole paragraphs out of 
context, but to read them in the context of the original letter/book and to 
consider the nature of the original piece of writing.
Peter’s broader theme is the suffering of Jesus Christ for our sake. As 
Revd Dr John Taylor wrote in his final article The Unheeding World, “We 
cannot have a Risen Lord without first knowing him as the Crucified.” 
Uncomfortable as it is, we must keep going back to the Passion narrative 
and facing the Christ who suffered and died for us before being raised on 
that first Easter Day.
How we follow Jesus’ example of suffering is a question that only we can 
answer for ourselves. Ultimately we are all called to deny ourselves, pick 
up our cross and follow Jesus. However, the suffering is only “that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness”, and we then find that rather 
than suffering, we are living life in all its fulness.

DEVOTIONAL - How might the verse “Your were straying like sheep, 
but now have returned to the Shepherd” be a way in to prayer?

BIBLE STUDY - Peter quotes extensively from Isaiah 53. Which 
verses are being quoted?

MUSICAL LINK - John Ireland’s “Greater Love Hath No Man”
https://youtu.be/rEJpAM2d56I 

https://youtu.be/rEJpAM2d56I


John 10.1-10 The Good Shepherd 

I’m going to take a little liberty with the Gospel this week and extend the 
Lectionary passage onwards another verse to include Jesus’ actual words 
“I am the Good Shepherd” in verse 11. What we have then is actually two 
of the seven “I AM” statements of Jesus - “I am the Door” and “I am the 
Good Shepherd”. This chapter is rich with pastoral imagery which would 
have been so familiar to Jesus’ hearers, but which is less obvious to 
modern eyes for whom farming methods are for the most part completely 
unfamiliar.
As with Psalm 23, the text linked to today’s Gospel, we have “My 
Shepherd is Jesus”. Similarly there is another recommended book, and 
it’s also by Phillip Keller, “A Shepherd Looks At The Good Shepherd”. You 
may be able to find a copy of both books bound in the same volume. One 
of the book’s best features is actually the way in which the writer takes 
time to explain the way sheep are kept and looked after so that we may 
more richly understand Jesus’ illustration. Before we can understand any 
part of Scripture in today’s world we must first take the time to understand 
its original meaning. This is why authors like Phillip Keller are so helpful.
Jesus’ words come hard on the tails of the preceding chapter’s closing 
verses. He is speaking out against the Pharisees of the day who thought 
that they were the rightful shepherds of God’s people - perhaps because 
they enjoyed making the rules and enforcing the obligations. 
Isn’t it interesting to watch our national and international leaders 
(shepherds?) as they attempt to lead their people (flocks?) - often without 
the necessary expertise? Compare that with the leadership of Jesus.

TOPIC STUDY - Find out the significance of the sheepfold and the 
door for first century shepherds in Palestine.

BIBLE STUDY - What are the other five “I AM” statements of Jesus?

DEVOTIONAL - “The sheep know his voice” - how can we recognise 
the voice of Jesus in our spiritual lives? 



Readings for Today 

Acts Reading 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.
  

Acts 2.42-47 (NRSV)



Psalm 

  A Psalm of David.

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

 
   Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

I fear no evil;
for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

 
   You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD

my whole life long.
    

Psalm 23 (NRSV)



Epistle 

For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 
you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps.

“He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For 
you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

1 Peter 2.19-25 (NRSV)



Gospel 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure 
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them.

  So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.”

John 10.1-10 (NRSV)
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