
“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 26th April 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Easter 3 (see MWB p578):
Acts Reading: Acts 2.14a, 36-41
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Epistle: 1 Peter 1.17-23
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

Easter 3 
Our readings this week continue the Easter theme with the Emmaus 
Road encounter in the Gospel reading, and the continuation of Peter’s 
speech both in Acts and in his Epistle. In other words, we have today two 
readings from Peter (a speech and an epistle), and two readings from 
Luke (since Luke also wrote Acts)! The Psalm for the day gives us a 
praise of thanksgiving to God after coming through a distressful 
experience.
For those wishing to continue a pattern of reading an Old Testament 
Scripture each week, please refer to the Second Service readings on 
p578 of the Methodist Worship Book.

On the pages that follow, first come the four Bible readings on a single 
page, then the reflections on the readings, which begin on Page 3. Finally 
we have the Lectionary readings in full, in larger print. 



Acts 2:14, 36–41 “But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed them, “Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has 
made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” And he testified with many other arguments and 
exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his 
message were baptised, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added.”

Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19 “I love the Lord, because he 
has heard my voice and my supplications. Because he 
inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long 
as I live. The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs 
of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. 
Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, 
save my life!”  What shall I return to the Lord for all his 
bounty to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call 
on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people. Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. O Lord, I am 
your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving 
girl. You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to you a 
thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord.  I 
will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your 
midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!  ”

1 Peter 1:17–23 “If you invoke as Father the one who 
judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live 
in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like 
silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was 
destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through 
him you have come to trust in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your 
souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 
heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word 
of God.”

Luke 24:13–35 “Now on that same day two of them 
were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, but their eyes were kept from recognising him. 
And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 
all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 
day since these things took place. Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. As they came near the village to which they 
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it 
is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognised him; and he vanished from their sight. They 
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got 
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.”

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by 
permission.  All rights reserved.



EASTER 3 

Acts 2.14a, 22-32 Responding to Jesus 

50 days after the Gospel reading ‘Emmaus Road’ experience, comes this 
story in Acts - associated, of course, with Pentecost. As we look at Peter’s 
words, we shouldn’t be condoning his anti-Jewish rhetoric but rather 
celebrating the response of his hearers, the baptism of the new believers, 
and the growth of the fledgling Christian church.
The response of Peter’s audience is incredulity and remorse. Some 
evangelistic workers see this as a key stage in making new Christians - 
the ‘conviction of sin’. It probably wasn’t Peter’s words that ‘cut them to 
the heart’ but rather the work of the Holy Spirit causing all of the disciples 
to speak in languages that this crowd could understand. Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, all these people had therefore also had their own 
encounter with the risen Jesus, and so their response concludes with 
“What do we do?”
Baptism is always a reflection of our response to God’s love. In 
Methodism we talk about ‘prevenient grace’ - meaning God’s grace 
coming before anything we do. We love, because first God loved us. The 
baptism of the new believers is then a sign of these people’s response to 
God’s grace. Here was a God who even spoke in a language they could 
understand. A language of inclusion and love.
The growth of the fledgling church then explodes with mighty power. 
Encounters with the risen Jesus become more frequent since people see 
the risen Jesus in these very same new converts. As the Holy Spirit 
transforms lives from the heart outwards, so people encounter Christ in 
the hearts of Christian believers.
Can you remember your first response to the Gospel? Was it a date 
you can name, or was it more gradual, such as being brought up in a 
Christian family?
What encouragement would you give to someone about to be 
baptised?
PRAY: Think of those people who have shown Christ’s love to you. 
Thank God for them now and pray that God might use you too to 
show Christ’s love to others in some way.



Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 A Call To Praise and Thanksgiving 

The Psalmist refers only briefly and vaguely to the torment that he has 
recently endured, and spends most of the psalm praising God for God’s 
mercy and salvation.
THOUGHT: When we share our testimonies, do we spend longer on 
our difficulties, or longer on God’s deliverance from them?
SECOND THOUGHT: When was the last time you even shared your 
testimony?
This Psalm is a call to praise, and so it continues to be part of the 
resourcing of our worship, even today. Hymns such as “Sing of the Lord’s 
Goodness” (StF 65), “What Shall We Offer Our Good Lord” (StF 671), 
“Sing To The Great Jehovah’s Praise” (StF 127) and “All My Hope On 
God Is Founded” (StF 455) take at least partial inspiration from this 
Psalm. When this Psalm is read or sung together, the vagueness of the 
past woes means that all the singers can relate to it in some way, thus 
making it a personal and relevant song of praise.
BIBLE STUDY: Apart from rescue from perilous situations, for what 
other reasons does the Psalmist praise God?
When we considered Psalm 118 a couple of weeks ago, we were 
reminded of the use of Psalms 113-118 on the last night of Jewish 
Passover celebrations. Psalm 116 is right in the middle of those, and 
again it is likely that the reference to “cup” coincided with the physical 
lifting of the cup at the meal in remembrance of all God’s blessings.
Note, if you haven’t already, the obvious link with raising the cup of 
thanksgiving at our own Communion services.
A quick count through the NIV translation reveals 200 instances of the 
phrase “Praise the Lord”. Over 180 of them are in Psalms! Clearly 
praising God is important for the Psalmist, and so it should be for us too.
For what are you going to praise God today?



1 Peter 1.17-23 Live Holy, Love Wholly 

It was good to hear from those of you who managed to listen to S. S. 
Wesley’s anthem “Blessed Be The God And Father” last week. This 
week’s passage (and the two verses which follow) provide the remaining 
texts for that anthem so it’s an excuse to listen to the anthem again! Of 
course, when Samuel Sebastian Wesley was alive, and indeed his 
grandfather Charles, the only English translation of the Bible easily 
available was the King James version, so see if you can find one if you 
are going to follow along this time.
Peter is working through some dense arguments here, but in its simplest 
form, the letter is essentially reminding the church that when they call 
God “Father”, they should remember that this is the same God who raised 
Jesus from the dead, so they should live in reverent fear, being holy 
because God is holy (Lev. 11:44-45), and loving one another as an 
expression of that holy, God-centred life.
God has exchanged your old birth for a new birth, your old hopes for new 
ones, your impure heart for a pure heart, and your perishable life for an 
imperishable one. All of this is God’s doing, not anything by your own 
effort, so this new life can only be a life of response to God’s grace.
WORD STUDY: What does it mean - “Be holy, as I am holy”?
BIBLE STUDY: Take time to read this whole Chapter (or the whole of 
the letter, if you have time). Remember that Peter never wrote his 
letter with chapters and verses so we should ignore them too!
The command to love is perhaps the simplest, the most complete, and yet 
the most difficult of Jesus’ commands. We are called to love others so 
completely that the experience transforms them - so that they encounter 
Christ in us. We are called to love wholly and completely, with a pure 
heart, a heart that has itself been transformed by Jesus’ love. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart” - why? How can this blessing be 
extended to those whom we love in Jesus’ name?

http://bibleasmusic.com/blessed-be-the-god-and-father-1-peter-13-5151722-25a-samuel-s-wesley/


Luke 24:13-35 The Appearing Christ 

The wonder of the biblical story is not that God created, but that God 
goes on creating, continually re-creating and continually making new. The 
Old Testament speaks of this continuous re-creation through Covenant 
after Covenant; and through forgiveness after forgiveness. The New 
Testament speaks of this re-creation through baptism, through the 
breaking of bread, and through the work of the Holy Spirit.
Similarly, we could argue that the biblical story is about the continuous 
revelation of God to God’s people, through the patriarchs and prophets, 
through the women and men of faith, and ultimately and fully through 
Jesus himself. With each page of the Bible we are witnesses to another 
encounter and another interface between God and humanity. God reveals 
who God is in many different ways, each requiring us to make bigger and 
more mysterious whatever prior understanding of God we may have had.
Now, on the Emmaus Road, we see both recreation and revelation. First 
of all we see recreation in the disciples, whose grief is transformed by the 
unrecognised but risen Christ. Then we see revelation, as Jesus breaks 
the bread and vanishes from their sight. 
BIBLE STUDY: Where in the passage do these two events (re-
creation and revelation) take place?
The job of the Church is to partner with God as agents of God’s re-
creation of this earth, primarily through addressing its social, economic 
and environmental injustices, but also through loving others so 
unconditionally that they are re-created too. We might call this activity 
‘Mission’. The other job of the Church is ‘Discipleship’, which is where 
revelation comes in. A Christian disciple is one who has met with Jesus - 
whether through Emmaus Road, or through Damascus Road, or Jericho 
Road encounters, or simply through the love of a Christian brother or 
sister. Discipleship is responding to that encounter, and seeking to grow 
more like Christ so that others in their turn encounter Christ too.
Using the models of “Re-Creation” and “Revelation”, what other 
Bible passages come to mind?
DEVOTIONAL: Read again this passage, but slowly and silently. 
Pray that your eyes may be opened to recognise Christ in your 
midst too. 



Readings for Today 

Acts Reading 

   But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them:
   “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God 
has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to 
them, “Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he 
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his 
message were baptised, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added.
  

Acts 2.14a, 22-32 (NRSV)



Psalm 

   I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.

Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.

Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, save my life!”

 
   What shall I return to the LORD

for all his bounty to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD,
I will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his faithful ones.
O LORD, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.

I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.

I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!
    

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (NRSV)



Epistle 

  If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 
according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He 
was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the 
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God.
   Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so 
that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 
heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 
seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

1 Peter 1.17-23 (NRSV)



Gospel 

  Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that 
had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognising him. And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to 
be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back 
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 
had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures.
  As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Luke 24:13-35 (NRSV)
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