
“Words On The Word” 
Reading the Readings with Revd Stephen Froggatt


Sunday 12th April 2020 

Lectionary Passages for Year A Easter Day:
Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Epistle: Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

Easter Day 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
On perhaps the strangest Easter in recent memory, I greet you with 
this ancient Easter acclamation. While the current lockdown forces 
us to be exiles in our own homes, we continue to be part of the 
fellowship of our local church as much as any other housebound 
member of the congregation would. We celebrate today the 
resurrection of Jesus by the God for whom there are no barriers - 
physical or cultural, nor in time or space. Particularly today we 
celebrate that the one remaining barrier - the barrier between life 
and death - has now also been defeated for ever.
As you eat today, whether in the company of your household, or in 
the quiet companionship of your own thoughts, invite the risen 
Jesus to be present at your table. Even in our homes we are still 
part of Christ’s church on earth. Let all God’s people say “Alleluia!”

On the pages that follow, first come the various Bible readings, then 
the reflections on the readings.
This week’s six Reflections start on Page 8.



Readings for Today 

Old Testament 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of 
Israel, and they shall be my people.
 Thus says the Lord: The people who survived the sword found 
grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest,
 the Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
 Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again 
you shall take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the 
merrymakers.
 Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the 
planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit.
 For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of 
Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.”

Jeremiah 31:1-6 (NRSV)



Psalm 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever!  
 Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
 The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my 
salvation.  
 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The 
right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
 the right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord 
does valiantly.”
 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.
 The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to 
death.  
 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through 
them and give thanks to the Lord.  
 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.  
 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my 
salvation.
 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone.
 This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.
 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (NRSV)



Epistle (1) 

“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory.”

Colossians 3:1-4 (NRSV)



Epistle (2) 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Acts 10:34-43 (NRSV) 



Gospel (1) 

“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then 
the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her.”

John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 



Gospel (2) 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, 
and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his 
feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.”

Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSV) 



Jeremiah 31:1-6 God’s Love and Faithfulness 

Jeremiah’s words to God’s people in Exile must have been very 
comforting indeed. A people who had been displaced were at risk of 
losing their very identity. Not only had the kingdom fragmented with 
Israel (Samaria) to the North and Judah to the South, but the 
Northern kingdom had fallen to the Assyrians in the 8th century BC, 
and then the Southern kingdom had fallen to the Babylonians in the 
6th century BC. Where was God now? Had God deserted them?
Do you feel like you are ‘in exile’ at the moment?
Jeremiah brought God’s word to them. God is still God, he assured 
them. God has not deserted you. In the wilderness years of your 
exile, you will find grace. That grace is of God. In the exhaustion of 
your crying out, you will find rest. That rest is of God. In the 
loneliness of your abandonment, you will find love. That love is of 
God.
God’s love is everlasting. God’s faithfulness is eternal.
Jeremiah 31 is a key reading in the Methodist Covenant 
Service. Why do you think that is?
God promised through Jeremiah that God’s people would return 
from exile one day. They would sing again, dance again, and even 
enjoy the fruit of their vineyards again (itself a reference to 
sustained living since vines take years before they are fully 
established). Life would be very different, but God love and 
faithfulness would never change.

BIBLE STUDY - If you have a Study Bible, take a look at a map 
of the two kingdoms. Who were the ‘superpowers’ of the day?
TEXT STUDY - what words of comfort does God speak through 
Jeremiah?
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - In what ways is this an Easter 
message?



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 I Shall Not Die, But Live 

The more observant amongst you will have noticed that this is the 
same Psalm as we had last week, but a slightly different selection of 
verses. Our selection today stops just short of last week’s 
“Hosanna!” exclamations.
Those who write commentaries on the Psalms admit that this psalm 
is a bit of a hotchpotch of thoughts and ideas. It doesn’t help, of 
course, that we don’t even see the psalm in its entirety! 
Nevertheless, it does have the broad single theme of thanksgiving 
to God, and many verses have found their way into the New 
Testament.
Psalm 118 was, and still is, used on the eighth day of the Passover 
celebrations. Psalms 117 and 118 are recited at the conclusion of 
the meal while drinking the fourth cup of celebratory wine.
What did Jesus do instead while taking this fourth cup of 
celebratory wine at the Passover meal?
Ten points to you if you saw the reference to Exodus 15:2 go sailing 
by in the psalm verses today - the thanksgiving of the children of 
Israel after crossing the Reed Sea. This is a psalm that looks both 
backwards in glad remembrance of all that God has done, and 
forwards in anticipation of all that God is going to do.

BIBLE STUDY - Find and read the whole of this Psalm
TEXT STUDY - highlight the phrases in this psalm that have 
made their way into hymns and songs.
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - Last week I suggested you write a 
Psalm of Lament. This week, have a go at writing a Psalm of 
Thanksgiving.



Colossians 3:1-4 Raised With Christ 

At the very heart of being a Christian is the understanding that you 
have died. Death closed over you at the waters of your baptism, 
and then you were born ‘a second time’ or ‘from above’ into your 
new life in Christ. Your new life has started. Your eternal life has 
begun. Our physical death is not the brake pedal at the end of the 
journey, but the acceleration pedal as our foot hits the floor, taking 
us, as Peter Pan says, “on an awfully big adventure”.
Christ’s death and resurrection opened the gate for our own. When 
God raised Christ from the dead, death no longer had the final say 
in anything, for any of us. So, urges the author of this letter, set your 
minds on things that are above (spiritually not physically), and while 
you remain ‘hidden with Christ in God’, look forwards to that great 
and wonderful day when you also shall be revealed with him in 
glory.

BIBLE STUDY - This letter represents an unusual shift of 
emphasis in its teachings. What does your Bible say about its 
authorship?
TEXT STUDY - What do you think the author means when he 
says your life is ‘hidden with Christ in God’?
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - When were you baptised? How do you 
celebrate your “Re-Birthday”? 



Acts 10:34-43  God Raised Him On The Third Day 

In many ways, of course, this is our Gospel reading for today, rather 
than our Epistle. Some people refer to the book of Acts as “Luke’s 
Second Gospel” or “The Gospel of the Holy Spirit”. In the Easter 
season, the appointed Acts reading for the day is a required reading 
in churches over the coming weeks. For that reason, we shall 
continue to read it together in our WOTW reflections this year!
This is our Gospel reading because that word means ‘Good News’. 
Peter is the preacher, and he is preaching on that most joyful of all 
themes - the resurrection of Jesus, and the assurance that 
EVERYONE who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins in his 
name.
BIBLE STUDY - What lesson had Peter just learned to prompt 
him to preach this sermon? Why was he now in Cornelius’ 
house?
It’s worth noting that we should follow Peter’s example and say 
“God raised him” or “Jesus was resurrected” rather than “Jesus 
rose again” - which sounds somewhat self-achieved. God raised 
Jesus in order to show us all the way of forgiveness and peace 
through belief in him. This Jesus is Lord of all!

TEXT STUDY - Peter’s speech is a very short account of Jesus’ 
life and ministry. Are there any noticeable omissions?
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - In response to Peter’s sermon, the Holy 
Spirit “fell on all who heard the word”. Take time to be still and 
pray after you have read this passage, inviting the Holy Spirit 
to be present in you too. 



John 20:1-18  The First Easter Garden 

If you were going to make up the account of Jesus’ resurrection in 
the first century, you certainly wouldn’t have based it on the witness 
of women! This account in John is one of the most powerful 
accounts of the Resurrection, and contains much to note.
For a start, look at all the symbolism John uses to show how this 
first Easter is God’s re-Creation. First day of the week - darkness; a 
garden (the new Eden?); new life in Jesus. Earlier in John (Chapter 
17), Jesus has said “I am the Vine” and explains that “my Father is 
the Gardener”. Mary was therefore mistaken in more than one way 
when she thought that Jesus was the gardener.
Secondly, look at the detail. There is enough in the text to fill out a 
vivid mental picture, so much so that the French artist Eugène 
Burnand was able to create his most famous work based on this 
scene. Jesus’ single word “Mary!” is enough to lift her from the 
depths of despair to rapturous joy, and we see that mood lifting as 
we read. Small wonder that Easter is the most joyous celebration in 
the entire Christian calendar!

BIBLE STUDY - Look at the four accounts of the resurrection in 
the four Gospels and note the different emphases. Do the 
differences matter?
TEXT STUDY - What details in this text suggest that this is an 
eye-witness account? Who do you think provided that 
account?
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - Re-read the passage like an artist, full 
of imagery. Either look at the work of artists like Eugène 
Burnand who have been inspired by this passage, or create 
your own piece of artwork based on the text. 

https://www.artbible.info/art/large/49.html


Matthew 28:1-10  Speak Through The Earthquake 

The two Marys had gone to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body (one 
preacher I know referred to them as ‘the original Spice Girls’!) and 
they are thrown to the ground by the earthquake - a symbol of 
God’s power. Earthquakes were not well understood in those days, 
of course, so we read with them the suggestion of God at work 
here. Immediately our mind is drawn back to Matthew 27:51 when 
there was another earthquake, at Jesus’ death - symbolising the 
work of God removing for ever the curtain in the temple - the barrier 
between heaven and earth.
This, then, is the account of God’s mighty power. The power that 
raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that ushers in the 
kingdom of God (‘heaven’) and unites heaven and earth. This is 
God’s kingdom coming. This is God’s will being done. This is “on 
earth” being the same as “in heaven”.
In this account, the two Marys are given a vision of an angel. Just 
as when the angel first appeared to Mary back in Luke 1:30, the 
angel again says “Do not be afraid”. In their haste to share the news 
of his resurrection, they almost bump into Jesus, who also says “Do 
not be afraid”. He knew that they had fear as well as great joy, so he 
smiles at them and offers words of peace.
Nothing is the same after an earthquake. The world is different now 
because Jesus lives.

BIBLE STUDY - If you have a Study Bible, do a word study on 
“Angel” or “Earthquake”, looking for signs of God at work in 
either context.
TEXT STUDY - In what ways is the excitement of the first 
Easter captured so vividly in Matthew’s account?
DEVOTIONAL STUDY - Re-read the encounter between Jesus 
and the two Marys. Imagine that the risen Jesus is smiling at 
you and calling you by your own name. How are you inspired 
to worship?
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