
Report of The Local Preacher's Meeting at Kings Road on 28th February 2019- Martyn 
Blunt (Secretary)

Attendance: Chair Rev. Stephen Froggatt, Secretary Martyn Blunt, Ian Bosman, Theresa 
and John Rutherford, Rev Stephen Willey, Rev Kathryn Darby, Nikki Murcott, Yvette 
Morgan, Peggy Hunt, Peter Cashmore, Sue Hall, Godfrey Higgins, Rev John Ingyon, 
Diana Bosman, Kirsten Newman, Liz Topliss, Colin Topliss, Rev Andrew Brazier, Tom 
Watts.

Apologies: Jack Mc Ginnigle, Glyn and Angela Constantine, Lynette Jones, David Hewitt, 
Rev. Alan Smithson, Linda Crowe,Julie Gascoigne, Maxine Hay,Margaretand Colin 
Gardner, Hilary Jeffries,Barbara Higgins, Rev Malcolm Oliver.

Welcome and opening devotions:

Rev. Stephan Froggatt Chaired the meeting as Rev Alan was in London on a Connexional 
requirement for Superintendents. Rev. Stephen read a tract from " Light to Live By".

Minutes of the meeting 27th November 2018 were signed as a correct record.

Matters arising from the Minutes: no matters arising.

Local  Preachers on Trial:

The Pre-meeting for Preachers on Trial confirmed that Diana Bosman, Kirsten Newman 
and Peter Cashmore continue to progress in preaching and study and should continue on 
Trial. Clive Thursfield continues on sabbatical leave from study and preaching whilst 
continuing his over seas charity work commitments during this year.

Preachers Welfare:

Rev Stephen Froggatt who Chaired the meeting as Rev. Alan was in London on a 
Superintendent Connexion meeting, elicited caring comment for individual Preachers 
welfare, to whom a note of care is to be sent from the meeting.
Colin Topliss received the Circuits local certificate of recognition and a Bible for his 57 
years of service to preaching. He spoke of his early examinations and text book course.

Living and Growing Month review:

Reflections upon "Living and Growing" month were received including, upon the joint 
services held and Hot Potato Sunday. It was felt that maybe these services could have 
been spread out and each Hot Potato theme shared across the Churches over the quarter, 
rather than congregations having to choose only one 'essay' to hear. The essays are to be 
put on the website and can inform house group content.

CPD , Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Course and Safeguarding:

Rev. Stephen Froggatt spoke on the two papers from Connexion regarding continual 
personal development. It was suggested an annual service of reaffirmation of Call with 
Communion be held within the first meeting of the Local Preachers at the beginning of the 
Methodist year. No disagreement to this was elicited from the meeting.



Diana Bosman spoke of the challenges to locate both a Tutor and Mentor for the future 
within the Circuit for the current training course. Should there be an interested party then 
there is an introductory meeting at Catshill Methodist Church in March.

The meeting was reminded of the Safeguarding Course at Erdington on 21st May 2019. 

Ministers Sabbaticals:

Rev Malcolm continues for final month on Sabbatical. Rev Andrew from June until August, 
Rev Stephen Willey from after Easter, Rev Stephen Froggatt from May 2020.  Deacon 
Marilyn from next February.

Planned Services:

The meeting was reminded by letter (attached to file copy minutes) from the 
Superintendent about the fixed arrangements of the quarterly plan under the 
Superintendent's auspice.

AOB:

Rev. Andrew Brazier reminded the meeting of the invitation to the walk for justice, knife 
crime sojourn to London. Further information can be obtained from him. Rev. Kathryn 
Darby was congratulated on her appointment as Chaplain to GoodHope Hospital. The 
Secretary to the meeting spoke of his changing credentials under Consecration to the 
Order of St. Leonard as Ministering Brother from March 2019. 

Closing Devotions:

Theresa Rutherford beautifully  led the meeting's closing devotions from the Psalms and 
hymn from Singing the Faith.
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.10pm with the Grace.

Dates of next meeting:

5th June at Kingsbury, 10th September at Erdington, 21st November venue tbc.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Minutes of Pre meeting for those on Trial:

Present: Rev Stephen Froggatt, Martyn Blunt, Rev Stephen Willey, Rev John Ingyon, 
Godfrey Higgins, Diana Bosman, Kirsten Newman, Peter Cashmore.

Diana Bosman:

Tutors report. Diana has worked very hard to complete the first four modules and has 
started to work on the fifth. Good work produced, currently being put in the on line 
portfolio, to submit for March. This will be the first portfolio containing reports of services 
and six theological pieces presented in different media modes. Diana has been able to join 
with others to discuss and study some of the material from the course. She has also 
benefitted from attending a study week Cliff College last year and plans to attend another 
in March. Godfrey reported that Diana led with others  at Kingsbury. There was a clear 



thread to the Service and a variety of features included a creative sketch. Tom will observe 
on March 24th.

Peter Cashmore:

David Hewitt reports that Peter was very well received at Erdington. Peter led with his 
distinctive style and approach. John reports that Peter has returned to his studies following 
a short sabbatical from them. 7th April is the next observation by John.

Kirsten Newman:

Kirsten is currently working on the Old Testament study units. Section D results were very 
pleasing. 28th April next observation, Ron Page to be contacted as potential observer.

Clive Thursfield:

Clive continues on sabbatical leave for the remainder of the Methodist year for his 
overseas charity work.

The Pre meeting confirmed all Preachers remain on Trial.


