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Welcome 
A warm welcome to the latest issue of this occasional GDPR Newsletter. A year on from its initial 
rollout in May 2018, most organisations are already  starting to feel comfortable about the 
implications of GDPR. On the whole, the groups I have worked with are being extremely cautious, 
which is no bad thing, but we must continue to remind ourselves that in church contexts, consent 
is frequently NOT required to process personal data - ‘legitimate interest’ really is enough in 
many cases. Some of the previous Newsletters have unpacked this a bit further. 

It’s Probably In The Public Domain Already 
If data is already in the public domain, then it can be processed without restriction. That’s why we 
DO require consent to place personal data in the public domain, although that consent can be 
given verbally not just in writing. 

It’s a very interesting test to drop in to your local church, say on a Sunday morning, and collect as 
much ‘free literature’ as you can see lying around - pew sheets, rotas, lists of Steward contacts, 
Church magazines, Annual reports, Minutes, directories or whatever you can pick up. Anything 
that could be collected by a member of the public just strolling in as a visitor. If the church has a 
website you should see what personal data you can download. Try searching the website for your 
local area code, for example, in order to hunt for personal telephone numbers, or search for 
occurrences of “07” to look for mobile numbers. By definition, all of this personal data is in the 
public domain. 

Now go through what you have collected and look out for emails, phone numbers or even 
addresses of people in the church. You may want to call or email some of these people and ask if 
they are aware that their personal data has been placed in the public 
domain! If not, it is technically a data breach. In such a case I would be 
happy to work with your church in conducting a data audit and helping 
you to review your data security. 

If the person contacted is happy to have their data in the public domain, 
then there should be a record somewhere of when their consent was given. 

None of this applies, of course, to restricted documents which are not 
available to members of the public.  

Are you clear about what data you have already released into the public domain? 
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The Curious Saga of the 
Contract Photocopier 
One Circuit in the Birmingham District asked me about a very 
interesting application of GDPR - the internal memory of a 
leased photocopier. Many emails were exchanged, and it took 
the combined efforts of several people far more technical than 
me to be able to help resolve it to everyone’s satisfaction. 

The Circuit in question was returning their photocopier to the 
Contractors, who quoted them a fee of several hundred pounds 
to erase its internal memory ‘hard disk’ in accordance with 
GDPR regulations and to remove all traces of personal data. It 
seems that each time a print/scan/copy is made using the 
machine (and similar ones), the machine retains an image of 
the document in memory, and then prints from that image. 
The company was quoting a high fee to do this erasing and 
destroying - playing on possible fears of data breaches 
perhaps. 

This begged the question of how much personal data might be 
on the machine, and how accessible such data would be. It was 
established that much of the output is public domain anyway 
(church newsletters, magazines, pew sheets etc), with only a 
few other documents (Minutes, Directories etc.) containing 
more privileged information. 

Checking the technical specifications, however, revealed that 
only the most recent scans (no more than 100 say) would be 
retained, the rest being simply overwritten by the newer data, 
since the buffer memory was only small (in MB). Consequently 
the Circuit wisely declined the Contractors’ offer, and 
recommended to all similar Circuits always to follow any 
sensitive scanning with multiple scans of bland and public 
domain material to clear the memory. 

Circuit Directories 
It is quite in order to create a Circuit Directory, provided it is 
not placed in the public domain. The only people who need 
access to it are those whose names are on it, so it is self-
defining. A good contemporary solution is to create a Google 
Document to which only invited individuals are given viewing 
privileges. Remember that for each person, it is helpful to have 
at least two out of (Address, Email, Phone) so people can 
withhold their home address if they provide the other two. 

That’s it for this issue - see you in Newsletter No. 7!
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Revd Stephen Froggatt is 
a Minister in the 
Birmingham Sutton Park 
Circuit and a former 
Secondary Maths Teacher. 
He has been trained by 
TMCP on “GDPR and the 
Local Church” and was 
appointed by the Chair of 
Birmingham District to 
serve as local District 
“Data Champion” in 
October 2018. 

Stephen is available to 
lead GDPR training at any 
Circuit in the Birmingham 
District, and to work with 
any of the local churches 
by arrangement.  

Please send comments, 
questions and requests for 
visits to me via email:  

stephen.froggatt @  
methodist.org.uk


