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Hello 
As a child I used to delight in asking long-suffering adults, “Can February March?” and then 
replying for them, “No, but April May”.  Perhaps you know a long-suffering adult who can pretend 
they’ve never heard that one before! Welcome to this latest GDPR Newsletter, the more observant 
readers of which will have already seen that this is a ‘double issue’ - the ‘April May’ edition to 
which the aforementioned puerile joke so inadequately alludes. The next instalment will then be 
early June, so I trust you can contain yourselves until then. 

GDPR’s Question Time 
“Do I Have To Take Down My Cradle Rolls?” 

Do the Cradle Rolls (Baptism Rolls) contain personal data? Yes they do. What personal data do 
they contain? Each one contains the Name and Baptism Date of about 60 people. Can the 
personal data be copied easily? Not really, since it would involve transcribing each name one at a 
time. What level is the risk of a data breach? The risk of a data breach is low, and the potential 
impact is minimal. The Baptism Register contains additional personal data, but this is not on 
public display. Traceability of any individual is therefore minimal, especially if they no longer 
attend the church (which sadly is often the majority). Is there a lawful basis upon which it can be 
argued that the personal data should remain on display? Yes, there is a legitimate interest in 
displaying the data because those who come seeking baptism for themselves or their children do 
so expecting the local church to support them on their discipleship journey. The Cradle Roll 
serves to remind the congregation to continue praying for the individuals thereon. On balance, 
therefore, there is no need to take down the Cradle Rolls under GDPR. 

“Can I Continue To Display The “In Memoriam” Book?” 

The In Memoriam Book, often kept under glass, is used by many churches 
to record and remember those associated with the church family who have 
died in past years. Commonly, the pages are turned once a month to reveal 
the names of those whose anniversaries are being commemorated that 
month. The personal data kept within the book typically includes full 
name, date of birth, date of death and sometimes even date of funeral. 
I hope that some of you already know the answer to the question, which is that GDPR has no 
influence on the personal data of deceased persons, so you are free to continue to record and 
display the names and dates of those whose memories you wish to honour in this way. 

“What About Publishing The Names Of Newly-Weds In Our Church Magazine?” 

This is absolutely fine. The Registrar has already placed these details in the public domain. 
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Making Minutes Matter 
Have you ever been in a meeting without being sure what the 
purpose of the meeting even was? Have you ever come away 
from a meeting trying to recall what exactly was decided? Have 
you ever been sent vast quantities of paperwork (either 
physically or as multiple email attachments), just days before 
the next meeting, comprising pages and pages of verbatim 
accounts of the previous meeting and been asked to sign them 
off without having a chance to read them properly?  

I will show you a more excellent way (1 Cor 12.31) ! 

Church Council Minutes and Circuit Meeting Minutes are 
often, rightly, posted on websites for those who want to read 
them. We should be comfortable with them being in the public 
domain, since both of these are open meetings. In my previous 
Circuit we had an excellent Meeting Secretary who refused to 
publish Minutes beyond a single sheet of A4 - often they were 
just one side. It illustrates the first principle of data protection 
- the best way to protect data is not to write it down! 

Agenda - For Church Meetings, the suggested Agenda is 
provided in the Guidance section of CPD (e.g. see 2018 p790). 

Membership - The list of names and roles is a public 
document, not a confidential one. However, it only needs to be 
produced once a year. From then on, people should ideally be 
referred to in the Minutes by their initials. 

Resolutions - These will form the bulk of the Minutes. The 
discussion is not needed, only the Agenda item to which it 
refers. Just record as concisely as possible, the Resolution 
passed. Record voting numbers if it went to a vote. 

Action Points - These should always bear the initials of the 
person/people responsible.. 

Announcements - Items for information only (including 
dates of upcoming events and meetings) can be listed together. 

Publishing - It is reasonable to expect that Draft Minutes are 
circulated to all members within two weeks of the meeting, 
following agreement by the Chair. Software exists which 
enables Minutes to be emailed to all members as the meeting 
ends! When the papers for the next meeting are circulated (at 
least two weeks beforehand), it is helpful to recirculate the 
Minutes. If the Meeting had a Part 2 (Confidential) then these 
Minutes should be published separately and carefully. 

Archiving - A signed copy of the agreed Minutes is filed by 
the Secretary at the next meeting.
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Birmingham 
District Data 

Champion

Revd Stephen Froggatt is 
a Minister in the 
Birmingham Sutton Park 
Circuit and a former 
Secondary Maths Teacher. 
He has been trained by 
TMCP on “GDPR and the 
Local Church” and was 
appointed by the Chair of 
Birmingham District to 
serve as local District 
“Data Champion” in 
October 2018. 

Stephen is available to 
lead GDPR training at any 
Circuit in the Birmingham 
District, and to work with 
any of the local churches 
by arrangement.  

Please send comments, 
questions and requests for 
visits to me via email:  

stephen.froggatt @  
methodist.org.uk


