
MISSION STATEMENT 

Sharing God's Love with You 

THE CHURCH STEWARDS 

Miss Muriel Castle - 353 1414 

Miss Janet Howman - 353 0157 

Mr Tony Brown - 353 6245 

THE CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Secretary - John Harden - 354 2923 

Acting Church Treasurer - David Allen - 353 8578 

Organist - Gwen Skeldon - 323 2859 

Pastoral Secretary - Pauline Wamsley 353 7498 

Property - David Allen 353 8578 

Lettings Secretary - Ann Barnes - 353 1346 

Newsletter Editor - John Harden - 354 2923 

Items for inclusion in the next issue of this newsletter 
should be passed to John Harden at least two weeks before 
the start of the alternate month of publication by e-mail to 
marandjohn.hfcbvirain.net or ring 0121354 2923 

If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please contact the Editor 
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Rev Stephen Froggatt 
0121 3541454 

Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
0121 351 7756 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JUNE 2019 
2nd Morning Service 10.00am • Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
3rd House Group 2.30pm at 35 Westwood Road 
4th Messy Church planning 9.30am at 175 Foley Road West 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Rosemary Tudor Eco Church 
9th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Proggatt • sacrament 
10th Everywoman 7.45pm - Margaret Gardner - Gambia Update 
11th Womens' Fellowship 2.30pm - Rev David Hulme - Holy Communion 
14th Messy Church 3.45pm 
15th Working Party 9.30am 
16th Morning Service 10.00am - Local Arrangement 
17th House Group 2.30pm venue at 62 Leyhill Road 
18th Soup & Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - to be arranged 
22nd Everywoman Afternoon Tea 2.30 - 4.30pm 
23rd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Nikki Murcott 
24th Property & Finance Committee 7.30pm at 35 Elmtree Road 
25th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Friday Friends - Liz Topliss 
30th Morning Service 10.00am - Local Arrangement AND / OR 

United Cluster Service 10.30am at Streetly 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JULY 2019 

1st House Group 2.30pm at 175 Foley Road West 
2nd Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Members 
7th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mr Bob Dauncey 
8th Everywoman 7.45pm - Summer Supper 
9th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Sue McClelland - Embrace 
12th Messy Church 3.45pm 
14th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
15th House Group 2.30pm at 9 Croxton Court 
16th Soup & Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - AGM 
20th Working Party 9.30am 
21st Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt • sacrament 
23rd Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Charity Update 
28th Morning Service 10.00am • Preacher Mr John Rutherford 
29th House Group - time and venue to be arranged 
30th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Cream Tea 

Everywoman 
AFTERNOON TEA 
Saturday 22nd June 

2.30 to 4.30pm 

Cake & Plant Stalls, Tombola, 
Other Competitions 
Children's Activities 

Proceeds to Neo-Natal Clinic 
at Walsall General Hospital 

and Blackwood Church 



IN MEMORIUM - JOHN HOWARD 

We hold in our hearts our memories of John Howard who died in April. 
Many of us were in the congregations which overflowed the Church and 
the Streetly Crematorium Chapel at the celebration services to John's 
life on 17th May. 

John gave so much to the life and smooth running of Blackwood 
Methodist Church during the many years in which he was a member. He 
was a valued member of Church Council, and for a time he chaired the 
Property and Finance Committee and also took over as Treasurer, a 
duty he carried out with dedication and great competence. Among the 
many other things he did for the church, he also played the organ at 
services from time to time. 

Our sincere condolences to Shirley and the family. 

ACTING CHURCH TREASURER 

Following John's death, David Allen took on the role of Acting Church 
Treasurer to look after the financial affairs of the church until another 
appointment can be made. We are very grateful to David for adding 
these duties to the many other things he does to ensure the 
maintenance of the church. 

At the annual General Church Meeting on 12th May, Noreen Marshall 
volunteered to become Church Treasurer, and the meeting agreed that 
Noreen will take on the role of Treasurer with help and advice from 
David for the transitional period up to the next Church Council in 
November when a formal appointment can be made. 

For the initial period while Noreen finds out about the role and all of the 
formalities can be updated, David will continue as Acting Treasurer. 

CHURCH GFIFT DAY 2019 

The Gift Day this year will be held in September. 

Full details will appear in the August / September Newsletter 

MINISTER'S LETTER 

Diaconal Perspective of women in ministry 
As I prepare for Convocation the annual gathering of the Methodist Diaconal 
Order; I think it is a good time to share some of my reflections on the journey 
of women in ministry. 
For many people, the issue of women in the ministry is a tedious and long 
fought battle that has been partially won to the positive inclusion and 
acceptance of women in the pastoral role of church leadership. For some, the 
issue still brings a great deal of pain and agonizing over the "right" or "wrong" 
of women serving as ministers. Thankfully Methodism has come a long way 
as a denomination for which we give thanks for Susannah Wesley and the 
values she instilled into her children. 
The inclusion of women in the full ministry of the Methodist Church through 
purposeful transformation may not have been entirely possible without the 
self-initiated women's groups which have made possible the purposeful 
transformation and inclusion of women in the ministry of the church especially 
in Pastoral Care. Hence the resultant empowerment, support, the spiritual 
development, and the therapeutic value offered to many women who were 
excluded, marginalised and oppressed in their own church communities by 
their fellow Christians. 
For me my call to be an ordained deacon was about journeying towards 
affirmation of my Christian life of being alongside people both in times of joy, 
sorrow, and challenge seeking and exploring where and to what God is 
calling them, in growth of faith and prayer life, providing support in challenge. 
This was not clearly structured or defined for me as a lay person, as it is now 
after formation. 
Being a member of a religious order with a rule of life has helped me 
understand myself better in my being and doing and has helped to deepen 
my prayer life too. The rule of life has also helped to strengthen my fellowship 
with my brothers and Sisters in the Diaconal Order bringing us together in 
prayer. As a dispersed order, we pray for each other daily. When I am alone, 
happy or struggling in my station, I do not feel isolated as I know I am in 
communion with my brothers and sisters being prayed for and with. The 
Order gives me a sense of belonging to a community and living by our rule of 
life liberates and inform the shaping and enabling of my ministry. The rule of 
life keeps me both grounded and flexible; it helps me adjust when 
expectations, demands and situations change quickly. There is some 
intentionally in the prophetic, transforming and radical love that we offer with 
a hope to create and enable a new community of God's people where Jesus 
Christ is Lord; all are equal and enabled to reach their full potential. 
I go with your prayers and assure you that we will be praying for you too. 

Deacon Marilyn Slowe 



June 10th 

July 8th 

EVERYWOMAN PROGRAMME 

Margaret Gardner - Gambia Update 

Summer Supper 

HOUSE GROUP 

Our House Group meets alternate Mondays at 2.30pm for about 2 hours to 
discuss bible studies or themes using published study guides. We meet in 
members' houses and one of the group takes turns to lead. 

At present there are 7 members from Blackwood and 2 from Four Oaks in the 
group. At the General Church Meeting on 12th May, Rev Stephen 
emphasised the importance of Disdpleship as one of the two purposes of 
church - the other being Mission. The House Group is the way in which 
disdpleship is fostered at Blackwood. 

If you would like to join the House Group or find out more, please speak to 
Muriel, Chris or John Harden. 

HELP NEEDED TO LOOK AFTER OUR CHURCH AND GROUNDS 

To keep our premises tidy and in order that we should make 
ourselves and others feel good when we go into them, or even just 
go past, we have to put some effort into it. 

Some years ago we introduced the prindpal of a working party to 
meet on the 3rd Saturday morning of all months except for Easter. 
This continues, but our happy band has diminished for a number 
of logical reasons and not all people can attend every month. 

Clearly, much of the work is by way of taking care of the grounds, 
but there are always lighter jobs to attend to, some indoors, and 
ladies as well as gentlemen are welcome and encouraged. We 
have a selection of tools, but please feel free to bring your own if 
you are able. 

We will meet on 15th June and 20th July for about two hours from 
about 9.30. Please spread the word and come and join us. Tea 
and biscuits will be provided I 

David Allen 
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COME ON AND CELEBRATE. 

On Tuesday, 26th March at Women's Fellowship, we all learned what 
celebration was. 

Iris and Marie were given an afternoon that will never be forgotten. 

We had our opening devotions to begin our afternoon. 

Celebration hymns, celebration prayer and the reading was about 
Jesus turning the water into WINE (which we didn't have). To follow 
this we sang lots of OLD songs, which Gwen played for us and then, 
our dear friend, Therese Rutherford, entertained us by singing some 
songs from the shows. 

Our refreshments were then served by the catering staff. Biscuits, cup 
cakes and two cakes, which had a candle on. On the table where the 
birthday girls sat were two floating balloons with 90 on (Iris is older 
than Marie). 

All we can say is a big, big, big THANK YOU. 

Iris Richards and Marie Jones. 
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