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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JUNE 2018 
3rd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher MrBobDauncey 
4th House Group 2.30pm at 175 Foley Road West 
5th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Rev Stephen Froggatt - Living well & Dying well 
8th Messy Church 3.45pm 
10th Church Anniversary Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev John Ingyon 

Circuit Service 6.00pm at South Parade 
11 th Everywoman 7.450pm - lona - Gwen Hughes & Vicky 
12th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Musical afternoon - Bob Templeton 
16th Working Party 9.30am 

EVERYWOMAN STRAWBERRY TEA 2.30-4.30pm 
17th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
18th House Group 2.30pm at 35 Westwood Road 
19th Soup and a Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Rev Colin Gardner - Holy Communion 
20th Pastoral Meeting 10.00am 
24th Morning Service 10.00am * Preacher Deacon Marilyn Siowe 
26th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Margaret Gardner - Belfast European Seminar 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JULY 2018 
1st Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Nikki Murcott 
2nd House Group 2.30pm at 4 Darnick Road 
3rd Messy Church Planning 10.30am followed by Team Lunch 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Filling pencil cases for the Gambia 
8*h Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
9th Everywoman Summer Supper at Farmer Johns 
10th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Margaret Gardner - Fun, food and fellowship 
13th Messy Church 3.45pm 

15th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Linda Crowe 
16th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 
17th Soup and a Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - AGM 
21 st Working Party 9.30am 
22nd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Angela Constantine 
24th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Charity update 
29th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
31 st Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Cream tea 

EVERYWOMAN PROGRAMME 

11th June lona - Gwen Hughes & Vicky 

9th July Summer Supper at Farmer Johns 

METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN 
On Sunday May 20th we had our Easter Offering Service. What is this 
and what does it mean? Methodist Women in Britain organise these 
services on behalf of the World Mission. This act of worship enables 
the Methodist women in Britain and Ireland to support over 65 Partner 
Churches overseas. 
We heard the moving stories of 3 mission partners. It made us all 
think, as Christians, could we follow our faith as they do somewhere it 
is dangerous to be a Christian? 
Please support our Methodist Women in Britain meetings. 
Muriel Castle 
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THANKS 

Margaret and Colin thank everyone who helped make their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary such a wonderful time. Thank you for card, gifts 
and donations. The donations for The Gambia amounted to £860.00. 
This was fantastic thank you so much. 

HELP NEEDED TO LOOK AFTER OUR CHURCH AND GROUNDS 

To keep our premises tidy and in order that we should make ourselves 
and others feel good when we go into them, or even just go past, we 
have to put some effort into it. 

Some years ago we introduced the principal of a working party to meet 
on the 3rd Saturday morning of all months except for Easter and 
Christmas. This continues, but our happy band has diminished for a 
number of logical reasons and not all people can attend every month. 

Clearly, much of the work is by way of taking care of the grounds, but 
there are always lighter jobs to attend to, some indoors, and ladies as 
well as gentlemen are welcome and encouraged. We have a selection 
of tools, but please feel free to bring your own if you are able. 

We will meet next on 16th June for about two hours from about 9.30. 
Please spread the word and come and join us. Tea and biscuits will be 
provided I 

David Allen 

THANKS FROM HUNTER'S COURT 
Please thank all our friends at Blackwood Church for giving every one at 
Hunter's Court their time and love, with such a lovely Easter Celebration. 
We so look forward to your visits at both Christmas and Easter when it 
must be a busy time for all of you. 
With love and Blessings to you all 

Rosemary Tudor 

MINISTER'S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 
Those who share my enthusiasm for the marking of the church seasons through the 
liturgical year will know that June and July are firmly within what we call 'Ordinary 
Time' (Green). As well as drawing to a close our season of Easter observance, it 
provides an opportunity to explore the sequence of readings that takes us through 
Christ's earthly ministry. There is nothing 'ordinary' about Ordinary Time, however -
the word takes its root from the word Ordinal, which refers to counting - Ordinary 
Time is for us to count our way methodically through the weeks through Summer and 
into Autumn, all the way until the church year ends in fact, since the cycle begins 
again with the new church year in Advent. 
As I write, we are in the middle of a global movement of prayer called 'Thy Kingdom 
Come'. It's a "novena" of prayer - that is, a nine-day week. Christians from all around 
the world, across all denominations, have been caught up in this simple idea to pray 
every day, for nine days in total, reflecting on the Bible passage for the day and 
praying for five friends to come to know Christ. A discipline of prayer - each day, 
every day - just like the monks and nuns who have prayed faithfully every day for 
centuries. My tutor at College used to describe the discipline of daily prayer as 
"porridge" - it's rarely going to taste like a gourmet meal, but it is reliably consistent 
and sustaining through the day. 
I'd like to challenge you all to observe Ordinary Time this year with some counting, 
some 'Order' - prayer and Bible reading that is not ad hoc but rather part of a 
sequence. If you have a smartphone, use the YouVersion Bible app to get a free 
Bible Reading plan (5-days to 40-days or more) on a theme of your choice. If you 
don't have a smartphone, help yourself to one of the free Methodist Prayer 
handbooks, where you will find readings for each day on the pull-out lectionary in the 
middle, and where each day also offers a hymn from Singing the Faith for you to read 
or even sing. 
The second part of the challenge is to invite you to slow right down, especially as you 
read that Bible passage. Mindfulness is a current self-help fad but in essence it is 
centuries old. When I first started reading the Bible for myself, I would come across a 
familiar passage and speed up as if I were in a music lesson and had come to the 
part of the piano piece which I HAD practised! Bible reading is different from piano 
playing, however - it's not just a case of starting at the beginning and keeping going 
until the end. Being mindful while reading is a contemplative skill. Slow down, re-
read, use all your senses to enter into the passage. Read again, what do you notice 
now? Be completely still, letting your eyes rest on just a single word or phrase. Lectio 
Divina (Divine Reading) invites God to be present reading the passage with us and in 
us, pointing bits out afresh for us and slowing us down in reflective prayer before the 
text. Don't be keen to rush away. The reading only needs to be a few verses to be 
effective. 
As the days are longer these summer months we have time to spare. Let us not rush 
through the hours that make up each day, but let us savour them, being mindful of 
them, and giving value to each moment. 
In short, in this Ordinary Time, let us make every day count. 

Every blessing, 
Stephen 
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