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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY OCTOBER 2018 
2nd Messy Church Planning 9.30am at 175 Foley Road West 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - All Saints Harvest Festival 

7th Harvest Festival 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Nikki Murcott - Parade 
8th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 

Everywoman 7.45pm - Jackie Dornford-May - Motor Neuron Disease 
9th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Deacon Marilyn - Zimbabwe 
12th Messy Church 3.45pm 
14th Morning Servicel0.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
15th Property & Finance 7.30pm at 36 Elmtree Road 
16th Soup and a Roll -1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Anita Warrender - Sight Loss 
20th Working Party 9.30am 
21st Morning Servicel 0.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
22nd House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 
23rd Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Therese Rutherford 
28th Morning Service 10.00am - Songs of Praise - Local Arrangement 
30th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Members afternoon 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY NOVEMBER 2018 
4 m Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mr John Rutherford 
5th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 
6th Messy Church Planning 9.30am at 175 Foley Road West 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Margaret Gardner - Paragliding 
9th Messy Church 3.45pm 

11th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - Parade 
12th Everywoman 7.45pm - Lisa Goldby - L & B Jewellery 
13th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Filling Toiletries for the Gambia 
15th Working Party 9.30am 

18th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
19th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 
20th Soup and a Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - David and Jeanette - Romania 
22nd Church Council 7.30pm 
24th Everywoman Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12.30pm 
25th Morning Service 10.00am-Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
27th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Card making 

EVERYWOMAN PROGRAMME 

October 8th Jackie Dornford-May - Motor Neuron Disease 

November 12th Lisa Goldby - L & B Jewellery 

December 10th Christmas Party 

EVERYWOMAN 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 24th November 2018 

10.30am - 12.30pm 

Come and join us for Coffee and Mince Pies, etc. 
plus Tombola, Cake Stall 

Children's Corner making Stars and Cards 
Proceeds for Even/woman's charity supporting Neo-natal 

and Blackwood Church 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENT SERVICE 28TH OCTOBER 2018. 

On Sunday 28th October at 10.00am we will be holding a Songs of 
Praise Service in place of our usual Sunday morning service. 

We are inviting the congregation and all of the organisations who meet 
in our premises to request a hymn that is special to them, and to come 
and tell us why it is special. 

If you wish to have a hymn included in the service, please speak to 
one of the stewards, or telephone Muriel on 0121 353 1414 

The Stewards 
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Card making 

December 
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Ecumenical Carol Service speaker Therese Rutherford 
Christmas Dinner at Farmer John's 
Carols and mince pies 

Blackwood Women's Fellowship invite you to join them for the Ecumenical 
Carol Service on Tuesday December 4th at Blackwood Methodist Church at 
2.30pm. Guest speaker Therese Rutherford. Musical items from Therese and 
Sue. Christmas themed Bring and Buy. All proceeds for the Sensory Room at 
the Beaufort Special Needs school. 

HELP NEEDED TO LOOK AFTER OUR CHURCH AND GROUNDS 

To keep our premises tidy and in order that we should make ourselves and 
others feel good when we go into them, or even just go past, we have to put 
some effort into it. 

Some years ago we introduced the principal of a Working Party to meet on 
the 3rd Saturday morning of all months except for Easter and Christmas. 
Clearly, much of the work is by way of taking care of the grounds, but there 
are always lighter jobs to attend to, some indoors, and ladies as well as 
gentlemen are welcome and encouraged. We have a selection of tools, but 
please feel free to bring your own if you are able. 

We will meet next on 20th October for about two hours from about 9.30. 
Please spread the word and come and join us. Tea and biscuits will be 
provided! 

David Allen 

MINISTER'S LETTER - War - And Peace. 

Have you ever read Tolstoy's most famous work? I suspect, that, like the Bible, it is the 
sort of book that almost everybody buys but very few actually read. The novel is set in the 
early 19th Century and tells the story of the French Invasion of Russia and the impact of 
Napoleon on the Russian Tsarist society through the eyes of five Russian aristocratic 
families—the Bezukhovs, the Bolkonskys, the Rostovs, the Kuragins, and the 
Drubetskoys. Catherine the Great and her court were still fresh in the minds of older 
people. For the next one hundred years, it had become a social requirement for members 
of the Russian nobility to speak French and understand French culture. War and peace 
hold an uneasy tension then as they do across the world today. 

This November we mark 100 years since the guns fell silent after World War I. The Royal 
British Legion is running a "Thank You" campaign to remember all those who gave their 
lives for their country so that peace could eventually prevail. More than nine million 
fighting men were killed during the conflict, one third of them through disease. At least 
750,000 of these were British, and over 188,000 were from British colonies. The First 
World War is infamous for the number of lives it cost, however it also generated some 
extraordinary developments in medicine, warfare, technology and in the global political, 
social and cultural landscapes. It also laid the foundations of British Remembrance and 
saw the emergence of the poppy as a universally-recognised symbol of Remembrance 
and hope. 

Despite the head shaking and the vows of "Never again!", World War II was declared only 
two decades later. The Second World War was the most destructive conflict in history - it 
killed more people, damaged more property and cost far more financially than any other 
war. The total number of casualties is estimated as being between 50 and 70 million 
people. Surely that was "The war to end all wars"? 

Yet still we go to war. And still we declare peace. And still the cease-fires are broken. 
Jesus said "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God"(Matt 5) 

All sorts of problems arise with the "Onward Christian Soldiers" mentality that suggests 
"God is on our side" - when Christians fighting on both sides of a war are offering up the 
same prayers. Similarly we end up in theological knots when we ask questions like "Why 
does God allow wars to happen?" or "Why doesn't God just bring peace to our world?' 

The true answers, of course, are that God doesn't cause wars - we do. Furthermore, God 
calls us all to be his peacemakers rather than fighters. As Christians, when we talk about 
sacrifice, we recognise not only the sacrifice of soldiers on all sides who have fought and 
died for peace, but also our own promise that they did not die in vain, and that we would 
take up their commitment to work for peace. But our Christian faith goes much further 
than this, for we recognise that "When we had fallen into sin you gave your only Son 
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption, making there the one 
perfect sacrifice for the sins of the whole world." (MWB HC). 

Christ's death on the cross was the one perfect sacrifice to end all sacrifices. 
And Christ's resurrection and triumph over death offers us everlasting peace. 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
Stephen. 



TOWARDS A NEW MODEL OF WORKING - SUTTON PARK CIRCUIT 

On Tuesday 4th September at Four Oaks Church, people from the 5 churches 
in the Rural and Suburban Cluster, Blackwood / Four Oaks / Kingsbury / South 
Parade / Streetly, met to discuss a proposed new model of working in the 
Circuit. A summary of the proposed new model is set out below: 

1. Hub Church manages both its affairs through Church Council, property 
meetings, etc, but also manages aspects of Mission Centres. Extra 
resources for this would be provided from the Circuit. 

2. Mission Centres will remain on the plan but will focus on their mission 
to the area in which they are situated. They will not be responsible for their 
own property and finance. This will be managed by the Hub Church. 
Mission Centres will not have Church Councils but will be involved through 
membership of the Hub Church Council. 

3. Circuit Churches will continue to function in the usual way, with 
meetings, etc. However, with fewer Ministers there will be a decrease in 
Ministerial input, and consequently an increase in Lay involvement. 

Each Church is asked to prayerfully consider their future 
as to which sort of church they are best suited to be 

Our Stewards arranged meetings on Wednesday 19th and Sunday 23rd 
September for Blackwood Church members to discuss the proposals and air 
their views. If you were not at these meetings, please take the opportunity to 
tell the stewards what you feel about the proposals. 

A vote on which type of church Blackwood wishes to be will be taken at Church 
Council on Thursday 22nd November 

Please don't miss this opportunity to be involved in the 
future of your church. 

Everyone's view is important 

ANNA HASSELL 
Some members of the congregation will remember Anna and her parents 
Lesley and David Hassell from 'back in the day'. You will be delighted to hear 
that Anna and her wife Kate are bringing their friends and family to 
Blackwood for the Thanksgiving for the Birth of Anna and Kate's daughter 
Beatrix on Sunday 21st October. Their older daughter Heidi will also be 
helping. The Thanksgiving will take place during the morning service of Holy 
Communion. It promises to be a very happy occasion. 
Stephen 

WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY! 1 ST SEPTEMBER. 

A new Methodist year and the grand re-opening of Four Oaks Church with all 
its new rooms. A beautiful stained glass window and dove with a leaf in its 
beak by the Nodding family. Four different glass doors with an Oak tree on 
each, and that lovely glass cross which can be seen from outside and inside. 
How wonderful to see John and Liz Rowe, both looking very well. 

I missed the Dedication Service but was told it was very moving, and it was 
seen by many people. The church was full of folk from all the Circuit and 
other denominations. All enjoyed the food and drink afterwards, including the 
Hog and Chicken Roast outside, amidst beautiful sunshine. There was lots 
for the children to do as well, with Bouncy Castle, face painting, balloon 
twisting and other things to do. And an Ice Cream Van I 

I went for the Concert at 2pm which was given by their new organist and 
violinist Michael Gainford and his wife, soprano and clarinettist, Lesley. 
Some items I knew and others not so familiar but our own Rev Stephen 
Froggatt on piano accompanied Michael (violin) with Meditation. Lesley sang 
"We'll gather lilacs" and "Overhead the moon is beaming", and at the end 
"The Lord bless you and keep you" by John Rutter, which brought a tear to 
many an eye. 

Then afterwards, B Natural Choir, who sang everything unaccompanied. My 
particular favourite was-beat version of 'Tea for Two". All most enjoyable. 

A good start to the year. 

Gwen 

Circuit Christmas Day Lunch - Stockland Green Methodist Church 

This year on Christmas Day there will be a Circuit organised Christmas Lunch 
at Stockland Green Methodist Church for those people in our churches and 
communities who would otherwise be eating alone. As a Circuit we don't 
want anyone being on their own on Christmas Day if we can help it. 

We will need volunteers to help prepare, cook and serve food on the day. 

There is a list in the Crush Hall for volunteers to help and a list for those who 
would like to attend. 

It will be a wonderful opportunity to share the love of Jesus through the joy of 
serving each other. 

Marilyn 
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