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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY August 2018 
5th Morning Servicel0.00am - Preacher Mr Martyn Blunt 

United Service 6.30pm at South Parade - Preacher Rev Stephen Willey 

12th Morning Servicel 0.00am • Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
United Service 6.30pm at Falcon Lodge - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt 

18th Working Party 9.30am 

19th United Servicel 0.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
United Service 6.30pm at Stockland Green - Preacher Rev Andrew Brazier 

21 st Women's Fellowship 10.00am - Tea/Coffee and Cake at 5 Beechcroft Crescent 

26th Morning Service 10.30amat Streetly - Preacher Mrs Liz Topiiss 
United Service 6.30pm at Four Oaks - Preacher vRev Alan Smithson 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY SEPTEMBER 2018 
2nd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Liz Topiiss 

Circuit Service 6.00pm at longstanding 
4th Messy Church Planning 9.30am at 175 Foley Road West 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - A New Year 

Circuit - New Model of Working - meeting 7.30pm at Four Oaks 

9th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
10th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 

Everywoman 7.45pm - New Beginnings 
11th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Margaret Gibbons - Ethiopia 
14th Messy Church 3.45pm 
15th Working Party 9.30am 

16th World Church Service 10.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
18th Soup and a Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Marie Jones 

23rd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev David Hulme 

24th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 

25th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Pauline and John King - A walk in the Midlands 
30h Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mr Godfrey Higgins 

Circuit Service 6.00pm at Falcon Lodge 

EVERYWOMAN PROGRAMME 

September 10th New Beginnings 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENT SERVICE 27TH MAY 2018, 
For me it was wonderful that so many members of our congregation 
came forward and said, through the letters of BLACKWOOD, how their 
faith, love and care was so positive. Not only in giving but in receiving. 
Outreach is also something that happens and is done willingly. 
Thank you Jean (Ham) for what you did and to our family of friends for 
their contribution. 

Marie Jones 

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 
August 
Blackwood Women's Fellowship invite you for tea/coffee and cake 
on Tuesday August 21st 10am till 12 noon at 5 Beechcroft 
Crescent, Streetly B74 3SQ. There will be a bring and buy. All 
proceeds for the Sensory Room for children with Special Needs at 
the School. Everyone welcome 
September 
4th A New Year 
11th Margaret Gibbons Ethiopia 
18th Marie Jones 
25th Pauline and John King - A walk in the Midlands 
October 
2nd All Saints Harvest Festival 
9th Deacon Marilyn - Zimbabwe 
16th TBA 
23rd Therese Rutherford 
30th TBA 



DONATION FROM FRIENDS OF BLACKWOOD PARK 
We are sorry to hear that the Friends of Blackwood Park have disbanded 
due to lack of support, but our Church is very grateful for the donation 
which of £153.02 they have sent us. 
This will be used towards the work we do in the Streetly Community. 
John Harden 

MWIB- DISTRICT'Songs of Praise' 
This was held at Lichfield Methodist Church on 
Saturday 23rd June. Several members of MWIB 
had been asked to choose a hymn and tell "My 
Story' explaining why that hymn meant so much 
to them. The stories were not just entertaining 
but were very meaningful, not just for the people 
telling them, but to all the ladies (and gentlemen) 
in the congregation. 

We also had the privilege of 
hearing a Gospel Choir of ladies 
sing hymns in their native 
language, and the leader of the 
choir also told her story of how 
she had come to where she was 
now. 

What a wonderful time we had as their singing almost raised the roof. 
The prayers were said with such a depth of feeling and the Bible reading 
was Psalm 150 (one well known to me). 
Last, but not least, the organ was played by the Minister of the Church. 
Played with such gusto it helped us all to sing our praises with heart felt 
feelings. 
A wonderful afternoon. 
Margaret Gardner, Muriel Castle and Marie Jones. 

ANSWERING YOUR BIBLE QUESTIONS 
I have just finished reading an excellent book by Pastor (Revd) Adam Hamilton, the 
leader of one of the United Methodist Church's largest congregations. It addresses so 
many of the questions raised by the recent Circuit Survey, that I want to recommend 
it straight away to all individuals and/or home groups. 

Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today 
by Adam Hamilton 

To give you a flavour, here are some of the Chapter Titles: 
3. The Old Testament in Fifteen Minutes 
4. Who Wrote The Old Testament? 
5. Which Books Made It Into the Old Testament and Why? 
6. Jesus and the Old Testament 
8. The New Testament in Fifteen Minutes 
10. Who Wrote Paul's Letters? 
11. How, When and Why The Gospels Were Written 
13. Which Books Made It Into the New Testament and Why? 
14. Is the Bible Inspired? 
15. Is the Bible the Word of God? 
17. Is the Bible Inerrant and Infallible? 
19. Science, The Bible and the Creation Stories 
20. Were Adam and Eve Real People? 
21. Were There Dinosaurs on the Ark? 
22. God's Violence in the Old Testament 
23. Suffering, Divine Providence and the Bible 
26. "No One Comes To The Father Except Through Me"? (John 14.6) 
27. (on the place of women in the church) 
28. Is it OK to Get A Tattoo? 
29. Homosexuality and the Bible 
30. Making Sense of the Book of Revelation 

What is interesting to me is that this is the book I would have written myself in 
response to these questions, although not as well as Adaml This book present 
mainline current scholarship in an easy-read format. The book holds the same 
position on these issues as we were taught at theological college. I strongly 
encourage you to read this yourself. 

The reviews on Goodreads and on Amazon suggest that for many hundreds of 
people this book is "refreshing" and just what they need after years of struggling with 
Scripture. As one review says. "Hamilton provides an excellent (tool) for those like 
me, who are looking for a way to reconcile scripture with science, war and genocide, 
human sexuality, and other similar hot button issues". 

Available to order from all booksellers and online outlets, both digital and hard copy 
formats. 

Revd Stephen Froggatt 



TOWARDS A NEW MODEL OF WORKING - SUTTON PARK CIRCUIT 

The Sutton Park Circuit is made up of 13 Churches. At the recent Circuit 
Meeting there was a presentation by the Circuit Leadership Team, addressing 
the issue of a growing shortage of ministers and often, smaller congregations. 
This year, 30% of all ministerial vacancies across Methodism will not be filled. 

We wish to avoid closures of churches just because they are finding day to day 
management too heavy. Three different options of church were put forward: 

1. Hub Church manages both its affairs through Church Council, property 
meetings, etc, but also manages aspects of Mission Centres. Extra 
resources for this would be provided from the Circuit. 

2. Mission Centres will remain on the plan but will focus on their mission 
to the area in which they are situated. They will not be responsible for their 
own property and finance. This will be managed by the Hub Church. 
Mission Centres will not have Church Councils but will be involved through 
membership of the Hub Church Council. 

3. Circuit Churches will continue to function in the usual way, with 
meetings, etc. However, with fewer Ministers there will be a decrease in 
Ministerial input, and consequently an increase in Lay involvement. 

This new model will be fully explained by a team at two Cluster Meetings during 
the first week of September: 

Rural and Suburban Cluster 
Blackwood / Four Oaks / Kingsbury / South Parade / Streetly 

Tuesday 4th September at Four Oaks 7.30pm 
Urban and Estates Cluster 

Boldmere / Erdington / Falcon Lodge / Kingstanding / Nechells 
St Chad's / Stockland Green / Witton 

Thursday 6th September at Falcon Lodge 7.30pm 

Everyone is invited to attend 
Where possible, all Church Officers are expected to attend 
Each Church is asked to prayerfully consider their future 

as to which sort of church they are best suited to be 
Please don't miss this opportunity to be involved in the future of your church. 

Everyone's view is important 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SUPPORT 

Some weeks ago, we heard the story of Amelia Eldred, a young girl from 
Kingsbury Methodist church. She had bone cancer and her leg had been 
amputated above the knee - her ankle and foot were then rotated and 
reattached to form a new knee joint. The Circuit was asked to raise funds for 
this very active girl to enable her to have blades and provide money to 
replace them as she grows. 

This story caught the imagination of our 
congregation. Money from 2 after-church 
coffees (£56.90) was willingly donated and 
a Coffee Morning was held on a beautifully 
sunny morning, out on the front lawn, to 
welcome the cyclists who visited every 
church in the Circuit to raise awareness of 
Amelia. This, with additional donations, 
bought our total to a wonderful £205. 

Thank you, Blackwood, for your generosity. What caring people you are. 

Chris 

TRAVELLING 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY 

All are welcome to Darlaston Methodist Church 
Slatter Street on 

Sunday 2nd September 3pm 2018 
To celebrate with the Rev Colin Gardner 

Refreshments will be served after the service 

GIFT DAY 

The Gift Day raised the magnificent sum of £4,117. 

A huge thank you to all who contributed. 



CHRISTIAN AID 

The Christian Aid week collection this year was made within the church 
and raised a total of £159.60. 

Many thanks to all contributors. 

Ernie 

HELP NEEDED TO LOOK AFTER OUR CHURCH AND GROUNDS 

To keep our premises tidy and in order that we should make ourselves 
and others feel good when we go into them, or even just go past, we 
have to put some effort into it. 

Some years ago we introduced the principal of a working party to meet 
on the 3rd Saturday morning of all months except for Easter and 
Christmas. This continues, but our happy band has diminished for a 
number of logical reasons and not all people can attend every month. 

Clearly, much of the work is by way of taking care of the grounds, but 
there are always lighter jobs to attend to, some indoors, and ladies as 
well as gentlemen are welcome and encouraged. We have a selection 
of tools, but please feel free to bring your own if you are able. 

We will meet next on 18th August for about two hours from about 9.30. 
Please spread the word and come and join us, Tea and biscuits will be 
provided I 

David Allen 

—, ,—.— 

CHURCH GATE PADLOCK KEY 

The padlock to the church car park gate is becoming difficult to open, 
and we are unable to obtain a replacement padlock to match the existing 
keys. A new padlock will be installed on 1st September, so all 
keyholders will need to receive the new key from me before then and 
sign the recently revised Methodist Church Keyholder Form. 

John Harden 

MESSY CHURCH 

In excess of 50 folk attended Messy Church for the last session before 
our holidays. Families from tots to almost teens met to celebrate 
"Team Jesus". Medals were made with different coloured ribbons to 
denote our team. Rev Stephen led lively worship in church, which was 
completely appropriate for all, focussing on following Jesus. 

Team games took place outside on the grass, from 'Crossing the 
River', 'Messy Eating', to ball dribbling skills and penalty shoot outs. 
Young and old, Mums and Dads, Grandmas and Grandads all joined 
in. 

A picnic tea of sandwiches, sausage rolls and crisps, followed by 
delicious ice cream and drinks, was enjoyed by all. 

Grandparents of two of the children thanked us for the 'wonderful work 
that you are doing here'. Willing hands helped to clear away and 
farewells were said before we meet again for our next Messy Church 
on 14th September. 

f - i 
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Thank you to the wonderful team who willingly give of their time to 
share the love of Jesus with others. 

God is at work here. 

Chris 



ZIMBABWE EXPERIENCE 

The hope of the visit was to continue the discussions about the twinning 
of the two Districts of Kadoma and Birmingham and to attend the three-
day synod of the Kadoma District. Also, to explore ways of working 
together and learn from one another. It was not to be an 'aid' package 
nor the old fashioned missionary relationship. 

Our team of six arrived in Zimbabwe as true Methodists of four Ordained 
and two lay people exploring together. 

The fact that Zimbabwe had been a British colony was very evident (the 
names of streets and lay out) in many ways as we drove through the 
suburbs into Harare where we were to spend the night and start our 
adventure. 

First impression was that of a welcoming culture and greeting people 
(like in all African culture) was of great importance. This was evident in 
the warmth of those who met and welcomed us; to the local cuisine 
which included the staple sadza with various stew-like sauces, to the 
hospitality until we settled in comfort for the night. 

The following morning, we travelled from Harare to Kadoma to fulfil the 
first of our preaching appointments as we were preaching on two 
Sundays we were there. The church I preached at was two hours' drive 
from Harare and others went further for another hour to Kwekwe Circuit 
in the southern part of Kadoma district. 

The service was led by a local preacher which was a family service in 
Shona and the sermon was translated into Shona. It was easy for me to 
pick up the hymns and sing in English. The congregation was made up 
of 60% young people and children and 40% adults. The service started 
with praise and worship when each group: choir, men, women, youth 
and children danced to the front to a Shona praise song in amazing 
harmony. 

What was striking was the presence and participation of the young 
people and children in the services. They led the singing, did the 
readings and said some prayers with a local preacher present who 

would have given the message if I wasn't doing it. In my second 
service in Chinoi East Circuit, I was totally blown away by the youth's 
participation in the service and church activities when the notices were 
read. 

After the service most of the young people wanted to take photos and 
have selfies with me, which was quite nice. 

There was also some recreational time built into the programme that 
enabled us to travel to the North West of the Country through Gweru, 
Bulawayo and Hwanga to visit Victoria Falls. This long journey became 
as enlightening as our official business. This gave us an understanding 
of the economic crisis in the country and how it was eating away under 
the surface. 

We got to Synod which was like conference and lasted three days in 
Moleli High School, one of the Methodist boarding schools in 
Zimbabwe. On the first day after the opening session and a great 
welcome and worship, there were separate ministerial and lay 
sessions. The language was very familiar to those who have attended 
the British Methodist conference. There was a visible representation of 
the youth of the district at Synod. 

I was pleased that Methodist Zimbabwe are still raising cradle 
Methodists and have kept a good number of the youth and young 
professionals active in the church. 

Maybe it is because church attendance is still by the family as a unit 
and every service is a family service. Maybe it is because the 
conversations at Synod and other gatherings was primarily about the 
wellbeing of people (mind, body and spirit) and hospitality; buildings, 
and the like were way down the line. 

I am still trying to process and discern what can be translated to Sutton 
Park Circuit or Birmingham District. 

Deacon Marilyn Slowe 



ZIMBABWE EXPERIENCE 

The hope of the visit was to continue the discussions about the twinning 
of the two Districts of Kadoma and Birmingham and to attend the three-
day synod of the Kadoma District. Also, to explore ways of working 
together and learn from one another. It was not to be an 'aid' package 
nor the old fashioned missionary relationship. 

Our team of six arrived in Zimbabwe as true Methodists of four Ordained 
and two lay people exploring together. 

The fact that Zimbabwe had been a British colony was very evident (the 
names of streets and lay out) in many ways as we drove through the 
suburbs into Harare where we were to spend the night and start our 
adventure. 

First impression was that of a welcoming culture and greeting people 
(like in all African culture) was of great importance. This was evident in 
the warmth of those who met and welcomed us; to the local cuisine 
which included the staple sadza with various stew-like sauces, to the 
hospitality until we settled in comfort for the night. 

The following morning, we travelled from Harare to Kadoma to fulfil the 
first of our preaching appointments as we were preaching on two 
Sundays we were there. The church I preached at was two hours' drive 
from Harare and others went further for another hour to Kwekwe Circuit 
in the southern part of Kadoma district. 

The service was led by a local preacher which was a family service in 
Shona and the sermon was translated into Shona. It was easy for me to 
pick up the hymns and sing in English. The congregation was made up 
of 60% young people and children and 40% adults. The service started 
with praise and worship when each group: choir, men, women, youth 
and children danced to the front to a Shona praise song in amazing 
harmony. 

What was striking was the presence and participation of the young 
people and children in the services. They led the singing, did the 
readings and said some prayers with a local preacher present who 

would have given the message if I wasn't doing it. In my second 
service in Chinoi East Circuit, I was totally blown away by the youth's 
participation in the service and church activities when the notices were 
read. 

After the service most of the young people wanted to take photos and 
have selfies with me, which was quite nice. 

There was also some recreational time built into the programme that 
enabled us to travel to the North West of the Country through Gweru, 
Bulawayo and Hwanga to visit Victoria Falls. This long journey became 
as enlightening as our official business. This gave us an understanding 
of the economic crisis in the country and how it was eating away under 
the surface. 

We got to Synod which was like conference and lasted three days in 
Moleli High School, one of the Methodist boarding schools in 
Zimbabwe. On the first day after the opening session and a great 
welcome and worship, there were separate ministerial and lay 
sessions. The language was very familiar to those who have attended 
the British Methodist conference. There was a visible representation of 
the youth of the district at Synod. 

I was pleased that Methodist Zimbabwe are still raising cradle 
Methodists and have kept a good number of the youth and young 
professionals active in the church. 

Maybe it is because church attendance is still by the family as a unit 
and every service is a family service. Maybe it is because the 
conversations at Synod and other gatherings was primarily about the 
wellbeing of people (mind, body and spirit) and hospitality; buildings, 
and the like were way down the line. 

I am still trying to process and discern what can be translated to Sutton 
Park Circuit or Birmingham District. 

Deacon Marilyn Slowe 



CHRISTIAN AID 

The Christian Aid week collection this year was made within the church 
and raised a total of £159.60. 

Many thanks to all contributors. 

Ernie 

HELP NEEDED TO LOOK AFTER OUR CHURCH AND GROUNDS 

To keep our premises tidy and in order that we should make ourselves 
and others feel good when we go into them, or even just go past, we 
have to put some effort into it. 

Some years ago we introduced the principal of a working party to meet 
on the 3rd Saturday morning of all months except for Easter and 
Christmas. This continues, but our happy band has diminished for a 
number of logical reasons and not all people can attend every month. 

Clearly, much of the work is by way of taking care of the grounds, but 
there are always lighter jobs to attend to, some indoors, and ladies as 
well as gentlemen are welcome and encouraged. We have a selection 
of tools, but please feel free to bring your own if you are able. 

We will meet next on 18th August for about two hours from about 9.30. 
Please spread the word and come and join us, Tea and biscuits will be 
provided I 

David Allen 

—, ,—.— 

CHURCH GATE PADLOCK KEY 

The padlock to the church car park gate is becoming difficult to open, 
and we are unable to obtain a replacement padlock to match the existing 
keys. A new padlock will be installed on 1st September, so all 
keyholders will need to receive the new key from me before then and 
sign the recently revised Methodist Church Keyholder Form. 

John Harden 

MESSY CHURCH 

In excess of 50 folk attended Messy Church for the last session before 
our holidays. Families from tots to almost teens met to celebrate 
"Team Jesus". Medals were made with different coloured ribbons to 
denote our team. Rev Stephen led lively worship in church, which was 
completely appropriate for all, focussing on following Jesus. 

Team games took place outside on the grass, from 'Crossing the 
River', 'Messy Eating', to ball dribbling skills and penalty shoot outs. 
Young and old, Mums and Dads, Grandmas and Grandads all joined 
in. 

A picnic tea of sandwiches, sausage rolls and crisps, followed by 
delicious ice cream and drinks, was enjoyed by all. 

Grandparents of two of the children thanked us for the 'wonderful work 
that you are doing here'. Willing hands helped to clear away and 
farewells were said before we meet again for our next Messy Church 
on 14th September. 

f - i 

• 
i 

«*-i K3 

Thank you to the wonderful team who willingly give of their time to 
share the love of Jesus with others. 

God is at work here. 

Chris 



TOWARDS A NEW MODEL OF WORKING - SUTTON PARK CIRCUIT 

The Sutton Park Circuit is made up of 13 Churches. At the recent Circuit 
Meeting there was a presentation by the Circuit Leadership Team, addressing 
the issue of a growing shortage of ministers and often, smaller congregations. 
This year, 30% of all ministerial vacancies across Methodism will not be filled. 

We wish to avoid closures of churches just because they are finding day to day 
management too heavy. Three different options of church were put forward: 

1. Hub Church manages both its affairs through Church Council, property 
meetings, etc, but also manages aspects of Mission Centres. Extra 
resources for this would be provided from the Circuit. 

2. Mission Centres will remain on the plan but will focus on their mission 
to the area in which they are situated. They will not be responsible for their 
own property and finance. This will be managed by the Hub Church. 
Mission Centres will not have Church Councils but will be involved through 
membership of the Hub Church Council. 

3. Circuit Churches will continue to function in the usual way, with 
meetings, etc. However, with fewer Ministers there will be a decrease in 
Ministerial input, and consequently an increase in Lay involvement. 

This new model will be fully explained by a team at two Cluster Meetings during 
the first week of September: 

Rural and Suburban Cluster 
Blackwood / Four Oaks / Kingsbury / South Parade / Streetly 

Tuesday 4th September at Four Oaks 7.30pm 
Urban and Estates Cluster 

Boldmere / Erdington / Falcon Lodge / Kingstanding / Nechells 
St Chad's / Stockland Green / Witton 

Thursday 6th September at Falcon Lodge 7.30pm 

Everyone is invited to attend 
Where possible, all Church Officers are expected to attend 
Each Church is asked to prayerfully consider their future 

as to which sort of church they are best suited to be 
Please don't miss this opportunity to be involved in the future of your church. 

Everyone's view is important 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SUPPORT 

Some weeks ago, we heard the story of Amelia Eldred, a young girl from 
Kingsbury Methodist church. She had bone cancer and her leg had been 
amputated above the knee - her ankle and foot were then rotated and 
reattached to form a new knee joint. The Circuit was asked to raise funds for 
this very active girl to enable her to have blades and provide money to 
replace them as she grows. 

This story caught the imagination of our 
congregation. Money from 2 after-church 
coffees (£56.90) was willingly donated and 
a Coffee Morning was held on a beautifully 
sunny morning, out on the front lawn, to 
welcome the cyclists who visited every 
church in the Circuit to raise awareness of 
Amelia. This, with additional donations, 
bought our total to a wonderful £205. 

Thank you, Blackwood, for your generosity. What caring people you are. 

Chris 

TRAVELLING 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY 

All are welcome to Darlaston Methodist Church 
Slatter Street on 

Sunday 2nd September 3pm 2018 
To celebrate with the Rev Colin Gardner 

Refreshments will be served after the service 

GIFT DAY 

The Gift Day raised the magnificent sum of £4,117. 

A huge thank you to all who contributed. 



DONATION FROM FRIENDS OF BLACKWOOD PARK 
We are sorry to hear that the Friends of Blackwood Park have disbanded 
due to lack of support, but our Church is very grateful for the donation 
which of £153.02 they have sent us. 
This will be used towards the work we do in the Streetly Community. 
John Harden 

MWIB- DISTRICT'Songs of Praise' 
This was held at Lichfield Methodist Church on 
Saturday 23rd June. Several members of MWIB 
had been asked to choose a hymn and tell "My 
Story' explaining why that hymn meant so much 
to them. The stories were not just entertaining 
but were very meaningful, not just for the people 
telling them, but to all the ladies (and gentlemen) 
in the congregation. 

We also had the privilege of 
hearing a Gospel Choir of ladies 
sing hymns in their native 
language, and the leader of the 
choir also told her story of how 
she had come to where she was 
now. 

What a wonderful time we had as their singing almost raised the roof. 
The prayers were said with such a depth of feeling and the Bible reading 
was Psalm 150 (one well known to me). 
Last, but not least, the organ was played by the Minister of the Church. 
Played with such gusto it helped us all to sing our praises with heart felt 
feelings. 
A wonderful afternoon. 
Margaret Gardner, Muriel Castle and Marie Jones. 

ANSWERING YOUR BIBLE QUESTIONS 
I have just finished reading an excellent book by Pastor (Revd) Adam Hamilton, the 
leader of one of the United Methodist Church's largest congregations. It addresses so 
many of the questions raised by the recent Circuit Survey, that I want to recommend 
it straight away to all individuals and/or home groups. 

Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today 
by Adam Hamilton 

To give you a flavour, here are some of the Chapter Titles: 
3. The Old Testament in Fifteen Minutes 
4. Who Wrote The Old Testament? 
5. Which Books Made It Into the Old Testament and Why? 
6. Jesus and the Old Testament 
8. The New Testament in Fifteen Minutes 
10. Who Wrote Paul's Letters? 
11. How, When and Why The Gospels Were Written 
13. Which Books Made It Into the New Testament and Why? 
14. Is the Bible Inspired? 
15. Is the Bible the Word of God? 
17. Is the Bible Inerrant and Infallible? 
19. Science, The Bible and the Creation Stories 
20. Were Adam and Eve Real People? 
21. Were There Dinosaurs on the Ark? 
22. God's Violence in the Old Testament 
23. Suffering, Divine Providence and the Bible 
26. "No One Comes To The Father Except Through Me"? (John 14.6) 
27. (on the place of women in the church) 
28. Is it OK to Get A Tattoo? 
29. Homosexuality and the Bible 
30. Making Sense of the Book of Revelation 

What is interesting to me is that this is the book I would have written myself in 
response to these questions, although not as well as Adaml This book present 
mainline current scholarship in an easy-read format. The book holds the same 
position on these issues as we were taught at theological college. I strongly 
encourage you to read this yourself. 

The reviews on Goodreads and on Amazon suggest that for many hundreds of 
people this book is "refreshing" and just what they need after years of struggling with 
Scripture. As one review says. "Hamilton provides an excellent (tool) for those like 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY August 2018 
5th Morning Servicel0.00am - Preacher Mr Martyn Blunt 

United Service 6.30pm at South Parade - Preacher Rev Stephen Willey 

12th Morning Servicel 0.00am • Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
United Service 6.30pm at Falcon Lodge - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt 

18th Working Party 9.30am 

19th United Servicel 0.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
United Service 6.30pm at Stockland Green - Preacher Rev Andrew Brazier 

21 st Women's Fellowship 10.00am - Tea/Coffee and Cake at 5 Beechcroft Crescent 

26th Morning Service 10.30amat Streetly - Preacher Mrs Liz Topiiss 
United Service 6.30pm at Four Oaks - Preacher vRev Alan Smithson 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY SEPTEMBER 2018 
2nd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mrs Liz Topiiss 

Circuit Service 6.00pm at longstanding 
4th Messy Church Planning 9.30am at 175 Foley Road West 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - A New Year 

Circuit - New Model of Working - meeting 7.30pm at Four Oaks 

9th Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev Stephen Froggatt - sacrament 
10th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 

Everywoman 7.45pm - New Beginnings 
11th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Margaret Gibbons - Ethiopia 
14th Messy Church 3.45pm 
15th Working Party 9.30am 

16th World Church Service 10.00am - Preacher Deacon Marilyn Slowe 
18th Soup and a Roll 1.00pm 

Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Marie Jones 

23rd Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Rev David Hulme 

24th House Group 2.30pm venue to be arranged 

25th Women's Fellowship 2.30pm - Pauline and John King - A walk in the Midlands 
30h Morning Service 10.00am - Preacher Mr Godfrey Higgins 

Circuit Service 6.00pm at Falcon Lodge 

EVERYWOMAN PROGRAMME 

September 10th New Beginnings 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENT SERVICE 27TH MAY 2018, 
For me it was wonderful that so many members of our congregation 
came forward and said, through the letters of BLACKWOOD, how their 
faith, love and care was so positive. Not only in giving but in receiving. 
Outreach is also something that happens and is done willingly. 
Thank you Jean (Ham) for what you did and to our family of friends for 
their contribution. 

Marie Jones 

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 
August 
Blackwood Women's Fellowship invite you for tea/coffee and cake 
on Tuesday August 21st 10am till 12 noon at 5 Beechcroft 
Crescent, Streetly B74 3SQ. There will be a bring and buy. All 
proceeds for the Sensory Room for children with Special Needs at 
the School. Everyone welcome 
September 
4th A New Year 
11th Margaret Gibbons Ethiopia 
18th Marie Jones 
25th Pauline and John King - A walk in the Midlands 
October 
2nd All Saints Harvest Festival 
9th Deacon Marilyn - Zimbabwe 
16th TBA 
23rd Therese Rutherford 
30th TBA 



MISSION STATEMENT 

Sharing God's Love with You 

THE CHURCH STEWARDS 

Miss Muriel Castle 

Miss Janet Howman -

Mrs Pauline Wamsley -

353 1414 

353 0157 

353 7498 

THE CHURCH OFFICERS 

Church Secretary - John Harden - 354 2923 

Church Treasurer - John Howard - 352 1117 

Organist - Gwen Skeldon - 323 2859 

Pastoral Secretary - Pauline Wamsley 353 7498 

Lettings Secretary - Ann Barnes - 353 1346 

Newsletter Editor - John Harden - 354 2923 

Items for inclusion in the next issue of this newsletter 
should be passed to John Harden at least two weeks before 
the start of the alternate month of publication by e-mail to 
marandiohn.h@virgin.net or ring 0121 354 292$ 

If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please contact the Editor 
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