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Welcome 
Welcome to another edition of this GDPR Newsletter. How are you getting on with GDPR this 
month? If you haven’t already started, now is a good time to begin work on your Data Audit - a list 
of all the organisations in your church and the personal data they process. The purpose of the 
Data Audit is to begin streamlining the amount of personal data held and used locally. If this is at 
all unclear, or if you haven’t heard of this before, just head over to the TMCP website and look for 
“Data Mapping Form”. While you’re there, take a look at the list of updates to TMCP’s own GDPR 
documents reported in their Blog. One other thing to do now is to download and print off a copy 
of the Managing Trustees’ Privacy Notice, which must be available to view in every church. 

GDPR’s Question Time 
“What do I do in the event of a data breach?” 

A data breach is the unintentional disclosure of personal data to a third party. An email sent to 
the wrong address, for example, or the loss of papers or a USB stick. In the first instance, contact 
me, and we will work with TMCP to agree a plan of action. Normally we would not need to inform 
ICO, although we would be expected to record the breach and our subsequent response. 

“Can we make a Circuit Directory and put it on the Circuit Website?” 

Interestingly, perhaps, the answer is probably ‘Yes’, although with a few caveats. First of all the 
Directory itself  should contain minimal data (telephone numbers and email addresses are usually 
enough - ask each person in it what they would like included for their entry). Secondly the 
Directory should be concise (who really needs to be included?) - it is probably sufficient to 
include only a few contact names for each church along with Circuit staff. 
Finally, the document should be password-protected and copy-protected 
so that you are minimising the possibility of a data breach (see above). If 
you have already created the document and are not sure how to do this, 
convert it to pdf and then head over to sejda.com where you can add a 
layer of protection to your directory before putting it on your website. 

Junior Church Groups and GDPR 
One of the most reassuring concepts of GDPR is that Consent is required far less often than you 
might think. In order to run any organisation, including a church, the lawful basis for handling 
personal data is not ‘consent’ but ‘legitimate interest’. So you can put away most of those forms 
with their dotted lines and their wordy “I hereby give my consent…” and aim for simplicity. 
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https://www.tmcp.org.uk/about/data-protection/resources/standard-documents-and-forms/data-mapping-form
https://www.tmcp.org.uk/news-hub/updates-to-data-protection-documents
https://www.tmcp.org.uk/about/data-protection/managing-trustees-privacy-notice
http://sejda.com
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When a parent or carer registers their child for Junior Church, 
their absolute expectation is that you as Junior Church leaders 
will care for their child. Also, by registering their child, and 
accepting the Church’s Privacy Notice (see above), they are 
giving their consent to the processing of their child’s data 
anyway, since it is a dated agreement. Consequently they 
would expect you to have all the necessary contact details and 
information about their child in order to run Junior Church 
efficiently and professionally. For most churches, the 
registration process for new children will not need to change. 

What Personal Data You Can Keep Obviously you will 
need the child’s full name, address and date of birth. It’s also 
absolutely fine to keep a photograph of the child. You must 
have contact details for the parents/carers, and it is a good 
idea to have multiple ways of getting in touch (e.g. mobile 
number, email address, FB Messenger or WhatsApp). You 
must also know about, and record, any important medical 
information about the child as provided by the parent or carer. 
You also have a legitimate interest to keep and use parents’ /
carers’ contact information to let them know during the week 
about upcoming Junior Church events and arrangements, 
remembering best email practice as we discussed last month. 
Some Junior Church leaders and parents/carers have set up a 
WhatsApp group to keep communications secure. 

What Records You Can Make Parents and carers would 
expect you to record attendance, so children can continue to 
aim for their Junior Church Attendance Prizes! You can also 
keep copies of their work, and obviously you are still free to 
display their work in church. You can take photographs of the 
children, although if the group contains any looked-after 
children, check first with the carers.  

Publishing And Sharing Data If you have a private 
Facebook Page for the church, you can post pictures of your 
group with the normal parental assent, but remember to strip 
out the geotagging data which identifies the location of the 
photograph, using an app such as deGeo. Similarly for sharing 
in Circuit Newsletters. 
The Junior Church Main Leader is the only one who needs to 
hold the full record of children’s data for all the groups. Other 
group leaders need little more than names and dates of birth of 
their charges. Obviously when any leader hands over the role 
to another person, they must demonstrate that they have 
retained no personal data on the children themselves. 
Finally, all adults working in Sunday School / Junior Church 
groups deserve a medal! Thank you for all you do. 

NEXT ISSUE: GDPR ‘Paperwork’ - The Essentials

!2

Birmingham 
District Data 

Champion

Revd Stephen Froggatt is 
a Minister in the 
Birmingham Sutton Park 
Circuit and a former 
Secondary Maths Teacher. 
He has been trained by 
TMCP on “GDPR and the 
Local Church” and was 
appointed by the Chair of 
Birmingham District to 
serve as local District 
“Data Champion” in 
October 2018. 

Stephen is available to 
lead GDPR training at any 
Circuit in the Birmingham 
District, and to work with 
any of the local churches 
by arrangement.  

Please send comments, 
questions and requests for 
visits to me via email:  

stephen.froggatt @  
methodist.org.uk


